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0 Manes 


pci N 
ADVE RTISEM ENT. 


"+ HAT the reader POET ſome 
idea of what gave riſe to the fol- 
NN lowing Sheets, let it be obſerved, 
that the worthy Author, who choſe to fix 
himſelf amongſt the Diſſenters, upon the 
moſt honourable principle, thought, it bis 
duty publickly t to diſavow the late extraor- 
dinary proceedings of ſome n in 
LANCASHIRE, 2 

What thoſe K RE ate, "may be 
known from the following Letter, accompa- 
nied with a ſet of inſtructions, to ſeveral 
' Miniſters who were ſolicited to aſſiſt in 


WP 1 


drawing up a Liturgy... 


| 1 Reverend Gentlemen. Hb 
« .& Society of Proteſtants at 1 
<« who do not entirely approve of the preſent 


a ——_ of conducting the publick devo- 
A2 S tions 


[41 
« tions in diſſenting Congregations, and who 
« cannot cormply with the terme of Confor- 
4 mity to the eftabliſked Church, are de- 
* firous to introduce a rational Liturgy into 
their form of warſhig. Ang as they would 
«wiſh it as erte e , 
« free. to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of ſome of 
* their learned friends, in the, compilation 
* of it, who may approve, of the deligh, 
eſpecially you, Gentlemen, to whom this 
ec Lefter is addrefſed. They are very fenfibte 
* of the difficulty' of the taſk, and of the 
* large portion of time and attention that it 
* muſt neceſfarily take up; but they are in- 
* clined to hope, the great importance of 
* the work, and the agreabſe proſpect that 
may be opened by the propoſed reforma- 
© tion, will indece you to favour their ex- 
 pettations, and to Join your abilities in this 
l er gy 
We are alſo commiſſioned by the So- 
* ciety, to lay before you their general Sen- 
* timents upon the ſubject, in as brief a 
manner as we poffibly can; in which fre- 
dom, wo doubt not" your great candor will 


excuſe us. 
Ia vin 2 


* T1 the firſt Edition the Tnſtructions, annexed to the Let- 
ter, were omitted, 


Won 

on Having no Sentiments to ex- 
« pþteſs; bat ſuch us ate cbmmon 0 fl ta- 
4 tional dependent being and ehriftisbe, 
« they would wiſh to he U abigudbü 

« diſpplable S pinlons introdeced into the pub- 
* it ſteet; but that che whole may 2 
4 Wa and une meueſt Tiþa- 


v city: 

"ue Creeds and artes of Rich of Humkah 
e Gay idk touts tbe 60 88 
ia a public Liturgy, as thoſe thitigs have 
NG. py To promote either chriffian 


ie, ſplrit of Devotion, 
Pe Cr tak was 


22 plain as poſſible, but ſuited to the pe- 
caliar character of each diſtinct branch of 
* Devotlon, in every part grave, waly, and 
c perſpieuous, and no where falling inte che 
1% flat file of narration. | 

_ * They think the principal part of their 
„ tins ould be taken up in Praiſe and 
« Thankſgiving, and that the othet branch- 
tt eg of Devotion (hould be Ny 
* ſhbtt, 

i They defi the petitioning part may 
be ſo cautioufly ' exprefied, as not to 
r 
- A 3 « aſſiſt» 


2 1% Rn 
e but that they may. be led to 
tt think, that Prayer i is chiefly to be anſwer- 


= « ed; by the effecls it produces in their own 


** tenapers. aud liyes. ob n bluotr : 
They would have ſome proper b. 
"fe to be pronounced by the People, that 

they. may conſider themſelves at mare im- 


* mediately ingaged in the ſolemn ſeryict of 


Devotion; bug, what, they are to ſay 
5 ſhould. be very, ſhort, generally; a ſuitable 
* Reply to the W Sentiment, and 
Es ſtrictly devotional. C1 (IVR bay on 
They deſire. no more than Two com- 
t pleat Offices of Deyotion, one for the 
Morning, and the other for the Exening 
c gervice; but would chooſe to have a varie- 
ty of Hymns and Prayers for each diſtinet 
be part, which may be uſed alternately, or at 
ic the diſcretion of the Miniſter; and would 
e have the whole ſervice ſo ſhort, as to 
( fleave room for the exerciſe of free P rayer, 
that the advantages of ptecompoſed and 
tie extempore Prayer may be united. 

# The Prayers, they think, ſhould not 
tt form one continued ſervice, but be broken 
into proper diviſions, by the ſinging! of 
US ma Pſalms, * * of Leſſons, * 


\ 


N 
te be choſen by the Miniſter,” out of the Old 
t and New. Teſtament; whereby thoſe parts 
* of Prayer that ſeem to require different 


* poſtures of the body, and diſpoſi 
* the mind, may be ſufficiently diſtinguiſh- 
* ed from each other. 

« With reſpect to the Sacraments of "Bap- 
n tiſm and the Lord -Supper, to avoid all 
% cauſe of offence, ' they are inclined to 
* think, it would be beſt to have them to 
ebe adminiſtered in ſuch manner, "as may 
« be moſt agreable to the Miniſter and 


* People, as has always been the caſe : among 


ol Proteſtant Diſſenters; but u pon this 
cc Subject they would be glad to. hive © your 
Sentiments. 
As the peculiar Seatichents of the Jew- 
& iſh Church, have little reſemblance to the 
et tate of ours, Jo it is frequently impoſſible 
& to accommodate the Pſalms of David, to 
« the affairs and tempers of a chriſtian au- 
« dience;. and therefore they alſo deſire the 
« favor of your aſſiſtance in making ſuch a 
* collection of Pſalms, from the compoliti- 
« ons of that kind that are extant in our 
1 * language, as you think may be moſt uſe- 
A 4 c ful 


tions of 


- 


Theſe h 3 were f e FEY a ed y 
before Pr. Taylor's, degeaſe “, and had he 
lied to have publiſhed them himſelf, they 
. would, n no doubt, have e to greater 
A. 

The reader is deſired. ed eyer to comember. 
| that the. Author is, defending free Prayer, 
only fo. far as it is rational; got any extra- 
vagant effuſions, which bring a xeproach 
upon religious worſhip. : 

Na one could enter into this ar argument 
wih e better grace than he, who has given 
ſuch ample proof, that he never contended 
for any thing but the Tüv Tu, nor with any 
other view but to advance true RELIGION. | 


ein aum gh, ne on wid. 


( 9] 


THE 


p REFACE. 


READER, 
BEG you would be aſſured, 4 1 how 
no defign, in any part of the following Ad- 
dreſe, to cenſure the Church of England ; my 
fole intention being to ſhew the Diſſenters, 
what may be ſaid in vindication of their mode 
of worſhip. My thoughts and views are whol- 
ly confined to ourſelves, to the Diſſenters. And 
as our Superiors haue favoured us with a tole- 
ration of our worſhip, for which we are thank» 
ful, we hope we may, without giuing offence, 
Freely diſcuſs among ourſebves any point relat- 
ing to that worſhip; while we live in peace 
and charity with all our proteſiant brethren 
of the Eftabliſhment, and are willing to make 
all candid allowances for thoſe forms which 
are in uſe among them. Liberty to chooſe our 
own way of worſhip, implies @ liberty to deli« 
berate which way is beſt. 

Joun TArrox. 


WanrrincToON, 


February 25. 1761. 
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anos i Es p 
SCRIPTURE ACCOUNT 
o ba is 0 nant ad Ila l 
b. R A. V. E R. 


ur DEAR 8 uu Um a0 


I is the peculiar — and high 
diſtinction of the human nature: 
{ that we are the only creatures in 
the earth capable of converſe witho the moſt 
high God; which; as he is the moſt cons 
ſurnrate perfection, muſt be de nobleſt uſe 
of our rational powers; and, as he is the 
only. ſource of all happineſs, muſt be w W 
finite importance to our well- being. We 

have not one faculty of body or mind, not 
any one injoyment of life, abſolutely in our 
own hands; all our. ſprings: are in God 

3 WR 


TY 
. 


: 
. FRE bo „ 


(4 1 


_—_— upon him we continually de nd for 


life; and breath, and ali things. natus 
rally directs bur deſires nd expectations. 
under all preſent infirmities, deficiencies and 
difficulties, to the goodneſs end tender tner. 
cies of our almighty Father. 

Prayer i is a duty of natural religion, but 
it is moſt clearly explained, ſtrongly incul- 
rated, and highly recommended in the holy. 
Scriptures, by the moſt illuſtrious examples. 
In all the ſacred hiſtory we do not find one 
eminent character of wiſdom and | goodneſs, 
which is Adt diſtinguiſhed by d ſpirit of 
Prayer. Converſe with God by ſupplicati- 
on and thankſgiving ſhines moſt confpicu- 
ous in the characters of the moſt cxcellent 
perſons. '' And the ſuteeſh of their Prayery, 
the rich und various Heſſings with which 
they were honored, are recorded on pur poſe 
to co mend this duty to our eſtoem, and 
tho auemples 10 our imitation. (a) They 
fabght the Lord, ang be beard theny and dcli> 
ur ad um from all their fears,” "They looked 
owt bim, ond were lightaned ; and their faces 
mere not a/hamid. For the ches of the Lord 
ee over 4 „ and bis ears are pen 
W (b) Hei fulfl the defire of 


ther 
( Pal. xxxiv. 4, 5, 15. (b) Pl calv. 19. 


Eise 

then that fear bim. Abd 133 
ment this duty is more forcibly | mouteatbd; 
in proportion to the much '\beighter: di. 
plays of divine grace. There the Som of 
God, and captain of our ſabyation; not on 
commands the duty, but gives himfelfFthe 
moſt eminent example of it. And #oneey 
to demonſtrate his unſpeakable love, and to 
encourage our addreſſes to God, he has (e) by 
bis eum blood, or moſt perfedt righteonfnels, 
conſecrated, of opened, . & new and Boing 
way, to the throne of God in the bolieft ; whis 
chor be bimfelf as our bigh prieft, ar agent in 
things pertaining to God, ir ene, 10 aps 
pur in the prefinice of God for m, as out 
ir is on this account, he has directed us to 
ala in his name, Jubn xvi, 23. Neri ve- 
rily, I. fay anto you, whatſoever ye hall aff 
the Father in my name, be will give it you, 
What greater: encotragetnent” can ' poſſibly 
be giver? All the immenſe treafures of the 
divine goodneſs are opened and offered to 
our choice, and what we chooſe we are ab 
bwe# to aſk, and what we aſk in rhe name 
of Chriſt; as the ſincere ithitators of his ob- 
dence and goodneſs, and in a full perſuaſi- 


(e] Heb. x, 10, 20, ix. 24 


of bad 
omi of the love of God in him, we are au- 
red we ſhall receive. We ſhould therefore, 
(4) come boldly to the tbrone of grace, in aſſu- 
' rance of cbtaining mercy,: and to find grace 
ti belp in the time of need. This is the juſt 
ground and reaſon. of the frequent, warm, 
and preſſing exhortations to the duty; of 
Prayer which occur in the Epiſtles. (e) 
Praying always with all Prayer and fupplica- 
din in the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perſeverance and ſupplication for all ſaints. 
Be anxiouſly careful for nothing; but in 
every thing, by Prayer and ſupplicatian, with 
thankſgtrumg, let your requeſts be known unto 
God. Labor fervently in Prayer, that ye may 
Hand perfect and complete. in all the will, of 


God. Fray without ceaſing... The! _—_— 
things is at band; be ye therefore ſober; and 


watch unto Prayer, Theſe, and many other 
texts, prove, that the. duty and fpirit-of 
Prayer is eſſential to the chriſtian profeſſion 
and character, and plainly ſuppoſe that eve- 
ry chriſtian gught to be endowed with a 
gift or ability to diſcharge the du. 

But, my Friends, it is become a matter 
of ſome debate amongſt you, in . me- 


#5 Bd. ini „ war ts. =" 
of Ah iv 6, — 12. | Thell, v. 17. «Pet in . 


CT. 


L 15 1. ö 

thod Prayer, eſpecially publick Pre, l. 
moſt properly performed; whether, by read - 
ing Prayers already compoſed, confining dur 
thoughts to the ſenſe of what we xead; or by 
free and extempore Prayer, dictated by the 
ſenſe, fate and diſpolition of our own minds, 
and. accommodated NY; nn 
of life. 5 Far 1581 thi 

In order to. form a 5 upon 
point, it ſhould be previouſly obſerved. 
1. That Prayer doth not properly alia 
language, how curious and elegant ſoever, 
but in the real ſenſe, and fincere deſires of 
- the mind. It is the heart, not the tongue 
that prays. It is the true and fincere devotion 
of the heart only, that can make our Prayers 
acceptable to God. For it is. this diſpoſi- 
tion of ſpirit alone, that can be agreable 
to bim, who is the moſt pure and perfect 
Spirit. Without which, how elegant, and 
movin 8 ſoever the language of Prayer may 
be, it is all lifeleſs, and of no, validity in 
the fight of God; and with Which, plain, 
fimple, | and even iliterate Jpeech- will 
meet with the, moſt gracious reception. 
That manner of, Prayer thereſote, which | 
is beſt adapted to ingage the pious attention 
and devotion of the mind, muſt, on all 
hands, 


ment, if n is not attended with the of 


1 16 J 
hands; v4 owed ie be the nivit gu 
CRE, e 
1 of 

ts be werderffood wy crtife anpremeclentedd 
eis; tt an entire depetidatice upon fo 
ſappeted facſden et traotiiaty motion of DF 
gettio of ths Spirit of God. We irt not K. 
couraged, at leaſt, in our age of the Chititclt, 
expect the Miftrhce of the Spfiſt;” but. in 
conjulaien with our owt! fineere enden 
vos; and f or extetpbre Prayer, in the 
juſt and tional ſenfe of it, fuppoſes 4 due 
degres of previous care to furniſi the find 
with proper materlats and language, digeſted 
, good ortfer and connection; that a per- 
ſor may be enabſed to adapt his 
thoughts wid exprefifons, Hot only to 09 
rel Gps, of fack things as are common to 
off eaſes and Chrittians, But alſo to ſpecial 
Previdenees, and dic patticular circumſtan- 
es e thoſe, who jolh wich us in this act 
of Ade worthip. This'f calf the gi/? of 
Prayers whith ig but an ſtmperfect attain- 


of Prayer; meuwing thereby a prayi 
of hears, er chat pious tempet 
Lest abe ant del 2 bp 51 

ſoul 


— 


L* 1 
ſvul tp God; and to hold communion with 
him nat excluding fuck aide of *the holy 
Spirit as. are ptomiſed to e et Al- | 
charge of all chriſtian duties. 
"Theſe things being ſtated wi ad | 
it ſtands very clear in ny thoughts; and ap- 
pears to be very reafontbly coneſuded be 
the body of Diſſentera, that free Prayer, die- 
tated by the ſenſe, ſtate; and di fa 
mind ddely prepared for it, is the moſt eli. 
gible. You'carinot, my'Ptiends, Be Wholl 
ignorant of 'what has been urged; nam 
that praying out of a book hinders.the; ber 
eterciſe of "our own thoughts and Uefires, 
which naturally ſhould dictate our praiſes 
and ſupplications; for the mind is the pro- 
per fountain of Frayer ; and the affections, 
ot pious ſenſe of our minds, moſt certainly 
onght not to be ſtinted of crampt in Prayer ; 
but, as we have freedom of acceſy to the 
throtie of grace, ſhould be allowed to ex- 
pand to theit full dimenſions, and to expreſs 
thernſelyss freely.” We ought to ſerve God 
with düt beſt; and nothing leſs than this is 
the beſt here with w bin ſerve God, 
Further; the uſe of u form pteverits the 
iproyemed*a>d $6wi of our mentül a- 
B bilities 


[4 


W emt 
Majeſty of heaven and sarth, which, is the 
glory and: higheſt excellence. of aur nature, 
and where we ſhould be moſt ſolichous di- 
gent and induſtrious, to exereifſh, enlarge, 
| and diſplay theos in the beſt manper: he are: 
able. He that quly reads bis Prayers; may; 
auger he able do de any thing mate than 
tead ; may never be able: to uſe; hig un 
Gougbts, in wt a cafe 
| God bis Maker, Father, and Ruler,” A 
| the- conſtant repetition.of the ſame words, 
(ſuppoſe, of the „ 
denen to; make. us leſy attentive to) the: 
and ſo hes leſs force to awaken, ingage, 
uppreſs the mind. They axe; read and re 
garded 2s; things, of <auxle, hot the Prayss 
| hich, proceeds from the. abundange of the 
end affeRions,, is. not op}y. mare, livg, 
i N in itſelf. bat more affecting to others, 
who, hear it, and moſt naturally ſyited, to 
awakey their attentiag, and ta pepatrate and 
| more their heart l whereas, reading. 4 Fray- 
| er is 90 certain ſign that a Prayer, proceeds 
C | from the inward, ſenſe, and, conception of 
the reader's mind; and fo, in that respect, 
muſt have comparatively ant: (5 


"* 


n Fi POR 


to g. N . 7 converſe with 
is not, 


Fatty et 77 43 1 F 
led,,,that- ars, perfectly ſuited: to every. ſtate 
of. gur minds, and to. all. our ocalianz, in 
the, Wg, cither_ af this_ life, ct ct that 
which, is to came... Bet in; the uſe of frea 
Prayer, the carefulrperfarmer;. can. taks. in 
and expatiste upon whatever relates ta parti= 
culat caſes and ſoccurrendces, ſo as to ingage, 
affocd, and piouſly diſpoſe the minds af thoſe 
dat qoin with him. On all theſe accounts; 
Lecken, that the. ſpizit and giſt of Prayer = 
are. infipitcly preferable. to all the Gneſt. come 
poſigons in the world; and luxely erery one 


bath, 

arg, dhe aaingd,. aud. Seay. 
proper, ſtate and vigor for. conſtant habite»- 
al uſs ., The , grougd., and. baſis of this a 


n endowment is laid in a'dcep and (> 
B 2 rious 


1 
iv _—_ ” 
Was ente bf Gd and religion fixed in the 
thind and Cbnſcience? As Prayer corſſiſts 
in the höly exerciſe of falth, lobe, tfüſt, 
- | ahd'Udlight in God; as it takes in the WHEIe 
campus of Ager 6 and is connected with 
all our concerns both ſpiritual and temporal, 
this plainly makes 'it n&effary; chat every 
Peron dught for kümſelf to furniffr his 
Wund wich lach knowledge of God, and 
ſuch pious ſentiments and Affective ith 
regard to him, as diſpoſe and determine the 
mind to truſt in him at all times and to 
lobk and ſeck unto büirn for every blefling. 
Every man hould beliebe that God is, and 
that de is ctie rewarder of all them, without 
exception, who diligently"ſeek Finz Tur 
he is the ſüpreme Sovereigh, the Lord "ad 
Gbvernor of the whole univerſe; the "ay. 
thor of our being, and 'of all bur ite 
Wente; almighty in power, and cih ö al 
things for us; unerring in wiſdom, and cin 
13 neithet de ignorant of our cireummftühcet, 
1 nor paſs a wrong judgment upon chain Ff | 
12 perfe& moral rectitude, a God of truth, and 
without iniquity ; always intimately preſent 
wich us, Wherever we are the conſeibus 
an to all our thbwghts a 1 
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and à Being perfect in goodneſs muſt, a8 4 
tender Father, be graciouſly inclined. to 
make us happy in that way W . his 
dom ſees to be moſt expedient. 
Thus we ſhould be diſpoſed A 
to reverence and adore him; to retain 4 
moſt grateful ſenſe of his beneficence; to 
repoſe a ſtedfaſt truſt in his all- ſufficieney; 
to act righteouſly, as aways under his eye ; 
and to ſubmit with patience and reſignation 
to his difpoſals. Every man ſhould be ſen- 
ſible of his own ignorance, weakneſs, inſuf- 
ficiency and guilt, that he may converſe 
with God in true humility, with lively and 
ſtrong deſires, and with unfeigned penitence 
and contrition of heart.'' Eyery chriſtian 
ſhould have clear apprehenfiong of the grace 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lotd, or of that 
moſt glorious, ſublime, and rational ſcheme, 
which he hath formed to redeemn us from 
the guilt and power of all iniquity, to res 
fine and exalt our nature to a very high de- 
gree of purity, honor and felicity in "the 
heavenly and eternal world; of all the no- 
le privileges, and advantages, the exceeding 
is and precious promiſes, ald 'all* the 


things pertaining to life and godlineſt, which 
R B 3 his 


[: & Þ 5 
his diyine poet bath given us. dn mean 
and motives to anbmare aur ohediencn. o 
riʒiſt out views and affectiongaboꝝe ſhe world. 
and the fleſh, to give us fortituds in veſiſi- 
ing temptation, and ta make us ſtedfaſt and 
unmorgabls, always abquoding in the Work 
of the Tod, in all incere difintereſted good 
nels, beneßcence, virtue and pinty'y the, ya- 
gity apd trailty of chis life, the infinite im- 
bortaneg of aur preſent, being, the bear ag- 
proaches; of death, the. coming of own Lord, 
the reſujreRion, the awful judgment, which, 
will aten the rightcops to everlaſting, life, 
Theſe ars the principles of religion. ma 
juſt, and impertent, whigh onght 10 be fin- 
ly cftabliſhed. in the ming, af every chrift 
to enable bim to diſcharge, all the duties“ 
his, profefion,. aod. particularly 10 qualify 
and diſpoſe. him ta make his. addreſſes in 3 
Worthy and acceptable manner to the throne 

ff grace, Theſe ere the ground. and foun- 
datiqn of the giſt and ſpirit of 1 — 

Ap. where this foungatian is laid in tb 
. beadt, ſoch a heart will-be; ſtored with, ſu 

an, ahyngance of pioys ſentiments, 1 wil 

najurally haye a great; effect upon. the utter 
10 nene 


. 
mes of the mputh;- far out of die abun- 
danee ef the heart the mouth ſpeaketb. 
And for a fupply of materials and the pro- 
peteſt language, the Scriptures are abundant- 
iy ſufficient. He who reads, and ſtudiech 
the word of God, as every chtiſtian, and 
eſpecially every Miniſter of the. Goſpel, 
ought to do, with conſtancy and care, will 
be thoroughly furniſhed unto this, as well 
a unto all other good works; and cannot 
rr 
quence, and alſo a pious diſpoſition for 
oning vat his haget before dae. 


In r to m this gift, and this 
ſpicit, in 4 due ſtate and temper for. the 
daily diſcherge of the duty, in the exerciſc 
of free Prayer, it is necelſkry that a per ſon 
ald keep a ſtrict guard upon his ſpirit, 
his heart and affeRions, and order his courſe 
of life in ſuch a manner, as to avoid what- 
ever would diſſipate his thoughts, or unfit 
him for ſacred converſe with God. Carnal 
thoughts ſhould be expelled, ſenſual, carthly 
affections ſhould be mortified, or held in 
ſubjeQion z. vaio, light, frothy converſation, 
and whatever is inconſiſtent with an even, 
7 B 4 compoſed, 
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eellipoltd, iſerious frame of mind, is to be 
avoided, In the practice of de duty; che 
mind ſhould daily be łxereiſed, not only at 
ſtated convenient hours, bᷣut at other ſeaſons, 
in pious ejaculations, or breathings after God, 
as buſineſs, or the intetvals of it; will permit. 
Thus we ſhall have God in our 'thoughts, 
and acknowledge him in all our ways. Thus 
Chriſt wilt dwell in our hearts and we 
ſhall· be filled with the fulneſs of God. Thus 
our minds will be well prepared for the in- 
fluences of the holy Spirit, to 'give us liſe, 
wartnth, and enlargement of thought, which 
will be er * N of > qr gh 
Prayers 

Happy,. ehe erhebe is the man, 
vn is thus qualified for communion with 
God. He worſhips him in ſpirit and truth, 
in the pure, ſpiritual, lively devotion of the 
ſoul, and ſtancds in no need of other aſſiſt- 
anee. His heart is his Prayer-Bock, vaſtly 
preferable to the moſt curious compoſitions; 
he hath attained to ſome perfection of beau- 
ty in this ſervice; he feels the pleaſure and 
power of it in his on breaſt; and ſhews it 
before men in * at nee dr r- 

fore. D noon 25 en. Þ% 
| 770. No | From 
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| From this 'repteſentation;” whieh/ Ivam 
perſuaded you wilt acknowledge to be juſt, 
you may ſee, my Countrytnen, in the nature 
f 1 advantage" of fret 
Prayer. 205 ASN 2 . T9{110k £1 All 4, 

Fot by enter husten eu 
ing our minds with proper ſentiments for 
Prayer, in ſtudying the holy Seriptorea, "we 
take the moſt effectual method to form and 
fix in our ſorls the beſt principles and dif 
poſitions for a holy life, This is an advan- 
Prayers, eſpocialiy thoſe that are- compoſed 
by other hands, And in ufing dur tm 
compoſitions , the ſenſe is; in ſome” meu 
ſure, transfered from the mind, to u vori 
ting, and the thoughts are not iſo much 
charged with our addreſſes to the throne of 
grace. And in the conſtant uſe of reading 
of the ſame compoſition; there us: danger 
that the heart and thoughts will be ftillrleſs 
n W vr 
2 DENNY jo T1931 i dai In 
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+ 1 Would not Se under tod dbfolately'to — 


niſter's reading his own precompoſed Prayer, 2 
oceaſions, or under a diſconcerted ſtate 
pon theſe occaſions 1 think they may be allowed" to tad 


fach ritten precompoſed Prayer, 
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ln this uſo of ſres Prayer a porſon is gbli- 
Kee (6s fot a conſtant witch over his ſpirit 
ond beherieur, 10 keep Hhimelf always in a 
ſoder praying frame, as before obſerved. 
This is another advantage to the chriſtian 
life in general, 'whi wie man, pe- 
Sully erety Miniſtor of the Goſpel, would 
chooſe. os dhe, is being no more chen what | 
oor comnt⁰en profefſion-of religion requires 
of us, and/yet of ctodllete uſe to enable ts 
0 anſwer | its obligations, by fethng eur 
mind in a devout ſertous tomper. But this 
bn edvantege-which/ det not ſo much 
auwendtbayaeehed 6f Frayen which requires 
nat ſo / ict + gerd over a man's felf, but 
may be performed under almoſt any diſſi- 
gotion a ws aA 1. o Br of 


— ib — & 4 
munen od 
is the leaſt that is done among Diſſenters, 
he avafi-at the ſame time chew ſome previ- 
dur to qualify himſelf 


{a the. duty, and ſome preſent thought"ane 
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atzention in the dich df it, and t 
appear to bo deſarving oi ſome reſpec which K 
muſt ariſe to a hig degree of aſtaam when 
the prapeicty of exprefiion and ſentimenti 

tagether with the liſe and fervarof utterance, 
plainly indicate that the addreſs procheds 
from tbe immedime conceptions #ad Tenſe 
of 4 wall prepared. and truly pinus and de» 
vout-mind. Thus it is an acmirable, exceb« 
lent, aud bhondrable gift. And the Apottle 
exhorts us cru w aver thr beft ginn 
1 Cor. Wi. De eee opts bf 564: 4 nut 
But, my Friends; the grand principle of 
= religious profeſian, is ſoripture evi. 
dence, and dien antherikty a veryrjult and 


blias. Bere the Priaſt rend in the — 
the Law beiose a general Congregation of the 
children of Iſrael Neb. viii. 1—9. N 
Lord ordered: Jeramiab to wrote in the roll 
of abeab, all tir w of warning and ud. 
manition ta Iſrael and Judah, wich: be d, 
Anden unto bm; and Jeremiah ordered Bas 
0 ruch 


1 2 ] 
muck to. read that rull in the ears of the peo. 
fe in the Lari bouſe upon 'the faſting day'; 
and ſocche did; Fer? xxxvi. 1-9. Our 
Bord on the dabbath Day ſtood up in the 

and read a portion out of the 
book of the Prophet Ifaiab,- Lule iv. 16 
20. St. Paul Epiſtles, full of divine inſtruc- 
tions and exhortations, were read in chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies; and he gives a particular 
order and charge about the teading of 
them, (Tf iv. 16. 1 759 v. 27; And if 
he who reads the Scriptures in public, me- 
ditates before-hand any remarks or enlarge- 
ments upon their ſenſe, and writes them 
down andi reads them ſor the ſpiritual im- 
provement of the Congregation, I apprehend 
he is juſtified in ſo doing, by ſcripture au- 
thotity. ut in all the ſacred writings, we 
find not one word about praying by precom- 
poſed forms. Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs,” muſt neceſſarily be precompoſed 
{orrds, becquſe, they are in poetic incaſures; 
fitted for being ſung/ and ſo they are uſed 
by. Diſſentet, for teaching and admoniſh- 
ing one another as they were by our Bord 
und His Apoſtles. So alſo we uſe the forms, 
in ſcripiute preſcribed, in 2 — 


Ann 
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of 'Baptiſin, and the Lord per! ati 
diſmiffing our Aſſemblies. ve 
a divine a * - 1 5 15 N 
Aa the Prayer which * Lord thighs ki his 
diſciples, (Mer. bi. 9, Sc. Luke $i. J, c. 
he hath' given us a ſummary of * rig 
proper to be offeet pun God mike 1 Yi 
tern of matter; ſhewing in 
thüllgs⸗ yr ige t0 pray for, leaving 2 
to che enlargement of out on High 
according to our particular occafiont ind ci 
cumſtances. This appears to be the ſeũſb of 
moſt chtiſtians. No chriſtians; ;1fappblt/ever 
imagitie@ the Lord's-Prayer 'wis a fult and 
complete fortn of Prayer or a Llturgy. Fot T 
never heard of any chriſtians, in ah age or 
part of the world, wo thought” the' whole 
office of public Fries Abſbiwed, by oi 
ly repeating the Lord s- Prayer, or w uſed 
the. Lord'e- Prayer otherwiſe than Only a8 a 
purt either of free Prayer, or of ; ſet bs 
or Litirgy. Some indeed do not ue it 
all in public worſhip; While others chi- bn 
tend that it is delivered to ud as a form, 
which chriſtian” Churches ought to ule as 
ſuch. But theſe latter, my Fend have - 
y with you upon this point, be- 

cauſe 


i 8 } 
gia. you, de wie ie in this manner in your 


Ten regard to the Lord's-Prayer, foe 

hays been e , 2 75 
m, Was 3 ent 

. to- bis Church to give the. 10 


Wag to, cher, gy. or Tabs + 


cy —.— fo Nh. exidener, nl 
ought chearfully, to embraen fuch. Liturgies 

Public _avthority.-is; pleaſed. tg provide. 
5 why aud e ſubject ourſelves to that 
Igbar,and attention of mind, which are ne- 
ceflary. to, atain, and Jupport: the gift, and 
ſpirit. of Prayer, as:afore, deſaribed, when. 
may be (ufficiently. ſupplied with, P 
2. N 0 eaſier rate? But here the 
on which every r is 
greatly defijent, We. profeſs Pe" 
Chriſt alone, as aur. aply Head, 
and Teacher, in matters of Faith, 7 5 — 
and Worthip; and therefore ag his diſciples, 
we e admit ol no rules or 9 but what he 
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preſeri 
be, uſe or join i ny; Liturgy 
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Whether 
ſuppoſed 
b rl ; 
e 2 A — 
ech in ee. hi mag 
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ed = the on he Cong __ £ 
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form. 
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form: And for remedying the diſordet for 
the future, ho ebuld not have done better 
than" recbumend to chem the uſe of 4 La- 
türgy, Which yet he ; not to have had 
che leaſt notion of}! ao 10 5)! 24 1191919 
"Ir thould alle be conſidered, [thet3r" our 
Lord, or Big KpPoſtles had Conpüed — | 

, It could never have been loſt ; fbt bein 

| eine authority, it would have been 15 
ceived and preferved in all the Churches br 
Chriſt, in the ſame manner as the other ſu- 
cred writings. As ſure therefore as no ſuch 
Liturgy is now extant, * ſo ſure e are that 
go ſuch Litt ger Eltsd. . Auch d our 
brd and his infpired Apoſtles were, beyond 
| diſpute, the beſt qualified for ſuch a work; 
nd could not de ignorant of any advantages 
chat would attend it, in preference to free 
Prayer, (as before deſcribed) had it been in 
reality mote acceptable to God, and mere 


proper” rr erage en this 5 — 
e e ee a 
fac * 4 M* X I 707 59 '3 o 


sees eee 
e ee of Apoliles, but they 
known. to be groſs f orgeries; the work of later times, i 
fly defigned to recommend the moſt corrupt dofrines 
rn bs 
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and life of religion in chtiſtian Aſſemblies, 
doubtleſs they would have provided and re- 
commended a Liturgy. But whereas they 
have not done this it ſeems to me a demon- 
ſtration that they had no ſuch conceptions 
of it. St. Paul (Acts xx. 20.) kept back no- 
thing tbat was profitable to the Church of 
Epheſus; nor would he have kept back a 
form of derotion if ene been e- 
fitable to them. 
It is urged, that chriſtians i in 16 pul 

« tolic age, being endowed with the extra- 
« ordinary gifts of the Spirit, did not want 
« the aſſiſtance of a Prayer- Book.“ Our 
Lord and his Apoſtles when they ſpeak of 
this duty, do always moſt plainly repreſent 
the gift and ſpirit of Prayer as eſſential to 
the chriſtian profeſſion and character in ge- 
neral; and evidently ſuppoſe that every 
chriſtian was, or ſhould have been; endow- 
ed with both of them. They are never in 
the New Teſtament mentioned as an extra- 
ordinary gift of the Spirit, but as a common 
ability belonging to all the members of the 
Church, to one as well as to another. Pray- 
ing in an ts ain was a miraculous 

0 e ie 
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gite of the Spirit, (1 Cor, xiv; 14.) but pray 
ing, fimply confidered, in the way of free 
Prayer was not fo; Indeed how could: free 
Prayer be eſteemed an extraordinary mira- 
culous gift, when it had exiſted and been 
exerciſed in the Churehiof God from the be- 
gining of the world to that very tn? ?“ 
The miraculous powers of the holy Spirit 
took place in ſuch caſes ag were new, and 
never ſeen or heard of before, exceeding alt 
human abilities, in order to convince unbe- 
levers that the Goſpel was not of man, but 
of: God; but the gift oſ Prayer was no new 
thing, and any unbelie ver; upon the flighteſt 
inquiry or roflection, would foon! diſcover 
it was but a common talent, which men of 
ordinary capacities and pious hrarts might 
eaſily be poſſeſſed of, and which: had lung 
been exerciſed. from the” earlieſt times. It 
could not therefore give any diſtintion or 
commendation to the Goſpel; when firſk 


| preached; and therefore was: no miraculous 


extra- 
* 
OY 


The holy Patriarchs prayed to God.;, but for above twe 
thouſand years, from the begining of the world, they could 
not pray by a Writing or Book, debits Withogh ook abln- 
toned, as ſome learned men ſuppoſe, till the world had ſtood 


2513 years. Exod. xvii. 14, And if it was invented before 
that time, it could not be long before. 
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extraordinary gift of the, bo hol y.Gbot, vu he 
ocdinarꝝ exerciſe of, the, powers. of a, pious 
mind, of which therefore, wa arg as. cap» 
ble, now, as, they, were at that time. Fe 

have, we, not the ſams; glorious diſplays of 
the grace of God. tp <pliyen and. animate | 
ous. {op}, and the. ſamę digine inftruQions 
to, zeplenifh, our minds with, all, ſpiritual 
knowledge, and wiſgom, were we, but dili- 
gent in ſtudying and improving them? 

But they, were directed to pray in the 
* Spirit, Zphe/, vi, 18. Jude, ver. 20, and 
© the Spirit helpeth their infirmities in 
© Prayes, Rats. vii. 26. And ſo they arg 
dixeced to, worſhip God in the Spirit, Phil, 
Ul. 3. and, to, mortify the deeds. of the body 
through. the Spirit, Row, viii. 13. and the 
Spirit is {aid to produce in them love, joy, 
peace, long - ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meckneſs, temperance, Gal. v. 22, 
But in theſe latter inſtances, the Spirit ſtands 
in relation to the common duties of all chriſ- 
dans, in the preſent, as well as in the apoſ- 
tolic age, and therefore can relate only to 
the common ipflpenees of the Spirit, which 
„ ve, 28 well as they, have reaſon. to expect. 


The ſame may be 14 wich reference 
| to 
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to praying in tbe Spirit. Prayer is the _— 
'pon duty of all chriſtians, in all ages, and 
all chriſtians," now a-days, are * obliged to 
pray in the Spirit, as much as to mortify 
the deeds of the fleſh through the Spirit; 
and therefore all are bound to pray for 
the affiſtatices of the Spirit, and to diſpoſe 
their hearts to receive them; which if they 
do, they will certainly, in our days, receive 
thoſe aſſiſtances, to enable them to diſ- 
charge this, as well as other incumbent 
duties, in an acceptable manner: © The 
Apoſtle (Epheſ. j. 16. 17.) prayed, that 
God would give unto the Epheſians the 
© ſpirit of wiſdum und revelation in the know- 
ledge of Criſt.” And ought not we, every 
one of us, to pray ſo for ourſelves? Are 
not we obliged to Wee Chrift as well as | 
the Epbefians ? NI - on 
By the way, I cannot but think that the 
chriſtian religion hath ſuffered very much 
in theſe later times, from an ye that 
chriſtians in the apoſtolic age, the age of 
miracles, were favored with extraordinary 
helps for a holy life, far beyond what we 
now injoy ; and that we therefore are not 
obliged to the fame degree of holineſs, or 
| 4 
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the ſame: attainments in the ſpiritual life : 
as if, aſter the dectaſe'of the Apoſtles, the 
chriſtian religion had been altered into a 
quite different thing; and becauſe we can- 
not nom work miracles, therefore we cafl- 


not live a ſober, righteous, and godly life, 

in the ſeveral offices of religion, as chriſ- 
tians then did. And it muſt be allowed, 
that if all the influences of the Spirit were 
abſolutely confined to the apoſtolic age, 
then all the duties required to be performed 
through the Spirit, that is to ſay, all the 
duties belonging to the chriſtian profeſſion, 
muſt be confined to the apoſtolic age. But 
this is a great and dangerous miſtake, which 
quite enervates the force of the Apoſtles 
example and exhortations. For though we 
have not, what we have no occaſion for, 
the miraculous powers of the holy Ghoſt, 
yet we have the ſame Goſpel diſplayed to 
us, as clearly, in all its divine principles 
and precepts, as it was to them; and are 
aſſured of the ſame divine aſſiſtance in our 
conflicts, and in the fincere diſcharge of 
our duty, which they were favored. with; 
| and, therefore, we. muſt be obliged to aim 
ar the ſame perfection, in every part of a 
CL LT at | 
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ſaber, righreous, and godly life; and eparth- 
can, in that moſt eminent and funda- 
mental part of it, the duty of Prayer. 
Eiturgies were uſed in the ages immediately 
ſuereding the apoſtolie, I muſt declare, that 
Ihave eloſely and itapartially attended to the 
diſcoſſion of his pdidt, and am ſo far from 
finding any footfieps-of the uſe of ꝓtecom- 
poſed forms of Prayer, in the firſt three 
thundred., years, nent enſuing the. apoſtolic 
age, that, on the contrary, - there are ſuchi 
deſcriptions given of they practice of chriſ- 
tian Churches in their worſhip, as are in- 
ronſiſtent with, and eeluſive of ſuch 
forms, They prayed after the + manner 
they had received ſtom che Rpoſtles and 
our Lord, according to the beſt of their 
abilities ＋., without any externab aſſiſtanco; 
bern they prayed from the inward ſenſe 
aka, of cheir . 2 their 
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"Fries "invention, N expreſſion, 5 Fol. Martyr, 


| 170 We chyiſtians mr 1 to — our | 
# hands ſpread abroad, * . innocent; having 


„our 


e 
eyes either ſhut, or devoutly looking up to 
God their Father in heaven ®, after dhe R- 
the reaſons already given, is, in My appre- 
henſian, the moſt eligible way of praying. 
And in this way they continued to pray, 
in 4he pureſt ages of the Church, When 
chriſtian doctrine and worſhip were leaſt 
aries, the moſt eminent eee 
„ ma 

G * ö But 


«our, heads neee 8 are not aſhamed ; apd 
« without a monitor, becauſe we pray from the heart.” Sine 
monitore, quia de peQore, 3 Cap. 30. 


ee eee We 
x) tyegas Ts rng XI 08 . laue, 

theſe of bis Mind. Origen. contra Cell, lib. 7. And 5 
his book De Orat. 5. 9. ; 

m 
would ſwell this piece too much; but there is a treatiſe in 
manuſcript, done by the Reyerend and Learned Mr. Brekell of 
Liverpool, in which all that has been advanced by the ableſt 
hands, from he writings of the Fathers of the-keſt thres on four 
Centuries, in favor of Liturgies, is particularly conſidered, 
and clearly confuted ; which is well deſerving of tegard, and 
will be publiſhed, if properly encouraged. 

Lord King hath alſo canfidered this ſubject, though not fo 
fully, in his Jaqeiry into the Conflitation, &c. of the primitive 
'Gbureh,wherebe faith, Hart II. p.134) „ Nom astotheſe | 
« preſcribed forms, here” „ den. 
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Baut after thoſe great lights were extinct, 
and corruptions of all ſorts begun to crowd 
into the Church, ſome, if not many Mi- 
niſters, were ſo ignorant and unqualified, 
that they were not only not capable of 
praying from the ſenſe and furniture of 
their own minds, but were not able to 
hammer out à Prayer for themſelves, but 
borrowed Prayers from othets, ſuch as they 
happened to meet with good or bad. It was 
in this degenerate ſtate of things, about four 
hundred years from tho birth of Chriſt, that 
Miniſters firſt begun to write, and, pro- 
bably, to read their Prayers, in the public 
offices of religion, as we have not the leaſt 
intimation of it, in the nee. anti- 
ents before this time, 
No leſs a perſon than the 8 t. 
- Auguſtin, who flouriſhed in the begining 
of the fifth Century, is the man who gives 
us this account of the low ſtate into which 
— mn ner ſunk; 


his 


in any of the primitive ain, cc the: aſt aged oe 
e ſyllable tending thereunto, that I can find; which is a moſt 
-*6 gunaccountable ſilence, if ever ſuch there were, bot rather 


| 2 » Fours? | 


3 N 

bis words are theſe T Si now- ſantlificatur 
aqua [baptiſmatis ſcil.] cum aliqua error ii 
non ſolum mali ſed etiam boni fratret, in ia 
erciiſa non ſanctiſicant aquam. Muiturum 
enim preces emendantur quotidie fi ductioribus 
fuerint recitate, et multa in eis repert 
ruunt in preces, non ſolum ab imperitis loqua« 
cibus, ſed etiam ab hereticis  compoſitas er 
per ignorantiæ ſimplicitatem, non eas valentes 
diſeernere, utuntur eis, arbitrantet quod bone 
Int. If the Water [of Baptiſm} is not 
r ſanctified, when he, [the Prieſt or Mi- 
niſter] who prays over it, through want 
«of judgment utters ſome erroneous ex- 
„ pteſſions, many, not only evil- minded, but 
*« alfo honeſt brethren in the wery Church, 
. do not ſanctify the bapti/mal.water.. For 
_* the Prayers of many are corrected daily, 
hen they are recited before thoſe that 
ate more learned, and many things are 
found in them contrary to the catholic 
* faith, —Becauſe many eagerly ſeize upon 
* the firſt Prayers they happen to meet 


"+ Dy Baptiſme coura Deaf. Lib. 6, Cap, 28. Tom, vii 


1 | 
wich, though theyjarc-compoled, not only 

by .injudigious praters, but even by he- 
a ratias tg and, through an ignorant ſimpli- 
0 city, not being able to diſcern what they 
nne, make wc of them, ſuppoſing them 
eit he ſound and good Prayers... 

ere St. Auguſlin, when he beith „dhe 
« Prayers of many were corredtod daily, 
 &xwhen- tesited beſone thoſe that were 
«© more learned,“ ſeoms to refer to the 
agd Canon of the third Council of Car- 
alage , Which probably was held not long 
before he wre the above quotation. in 
that Canon dt 4s decreed, «Lit nemo precibus, 
{wel Putnam pro Filia, ol Filium pro Patre] 
— ft 1658 ad alters Mlliaun, ſemper 
gue Age ai preces lliquis fol 
weſeribit, "mon vis utatur, niſi pnius an 6 
ru tror ib us Jratr ibus romtulerit. That 
** no une, in his Prayers, ſhould name cither 


the 
_ * .Or..zather to, dhe 38d Canon of the awovs Cauncib ef 
Hippo, which was held in 393. (Dupin) and , in which this 


Canon, relating'withe Prafern df bitten, was ori- 
gidally decreed ; and from thence, with 38 other Canons, 


was- tranſcribed into the Canons of the third Council of 
Carthage, held in- 397. (Napin.) Sge David , Di 
course LIturgies. p. 46. 4. 
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* Tfrat the firſt writers of Pres 4 
re api — ory ny 
' Infulibious fr aters, or bevtties, 
FA "as dt. 
* That the Miniſters, in det nd,” 
"written Prayers, were not {the more 
men Wo — target — 1 
ee, — . 
4 drake up with-any"Pra 
OY oame nett to hand * 
2 would put 3 
be Sen, aud che Bon inſtead 1 
That muſt 2 
mn the Church 
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Congregations, be fank — | 
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poor low condition, When (as plainly is 
ſuppoſed) ſuch Miniſters, ſo ſcandalouſly 
ignorant, were ſtill allowed te officiate, and 
to uſe their | borrowed” Prayers; in divine 
wor ſhip, provided thoſe Prayers were but 
corrected by men of better judgment. 
Therefore, the uſe of ſet forms is not a 
ſign of the moſt flouriſhing, but of a de - 
caying ſtate of religion, and ar the inſuffici- 

ency of Miniſters... For, 
4. Nothiog but the infolficiency of thoſe 
"Miniſters was the reaſon Why they were 
allowed to uſe written Prayers in the public 
| worſhip of God. They were not capable 
of conceiving a Prayer i in their own minds, 
or of praying from, the ſenſe of their own 
ops From all this we may conclude, | 
5. That the practice of the Miniſters 

* better learning, and judgment, was the 
reverſe of this, namely, that they were 
not conſined to forms of Prayer; neither 
did they write down their Prayers, but 
| prayed from the ſenſe and furniture of their 


don minds. For had they wrote down 


their Prayers, they would ſurely have ſup- 
plied the. ignorant , brethren at once, with 


| wt We CROFT? inſtead of going 
100 through 


r 
through che daily drudgery of examining 
and cottecting ſuch miſerable ſtuff as'thoſe 
ignorant brethren laid before them ; or thoſe 
ignorant brethren would have had ſo much 
ſenſe as to have applied to the more judici- 
ous, for their forms of Prayer, had the7 
known that they had drawn up. and uſed. | 
ſuch forms themſelves, 
6. That in St. Auguftin's days, full our 
hundred years after Chriſt, there was no 
Liturgy in uſe, nor ſo much as thought of. 
For it is plain, that as thoſe ignorant bre- 
thren had before been at liberty, ſo the Fa- 
thers in the Council ſtill left them at liberty 
for the future, 'to uſe what Prayers they 
thought fit, under the forementioned reſtric- 
dona. Which clearly ſhows, Wat ne Vim 
ſters whatever, were then limited or direc- 
ted in the public offices of religion, by any 
Liturgy or preſcribed form of Prayer, and 
conſequently. that no ſuch form had "then 
been admitted into the Church. Certain- 
ly there was then a very proper occaſion 
for the Council to have decreed the compi- 
| ling of a Liturgy, at leaſt for the uſe of the 
— brethren, had ſuch a thing been 

thought 


wor | 

thought. of, or thought, to have, been expe 
dent ;, tha Council: did, not deeree, a Li- 
targy, . therefore, they, either did. ver think 
qf it,, or did, nat think, it: a proper, expedient 
for remedying even the great, incanvenienn 
Sun from. the incapagity of, iggprank 
Miniſters, 


"It is true, in proceſs of tine, u Gnſuality, 
pride, ambition, luxury, Noth and ignorance, 
like a, thick, cloud, fpread more and more 
over, the minds and manners of Miniſters, 
an inability to pray became. ſtill more gen» 
rab, till at laſt the: ſoheme of a Liturgy was, 
ſtattad when indeed! it was almoſt necoſſa- 
i preſerve the yery form of public, wer. 
ſhip is the Church. This ſcheme could 
nat take place all at 0nge; it muſh and did 
gain ground by degrees, 94: people were in- 
—— te aomply. with it z bill 


xt length, ide Roman Millet os Maſ-Baok, = 


by the uſual methods of policy. and power, 
was eſtabliſhed and impaſed, difluling the 

ions of the Church of Rome, and her 
uſurped authority over conſcience through 
the body of the weſtern gtppite ; but not in 
_ __ extent, till five or fs hundred = 


years 


19 
years from ge nate 9. — 
floutiſhed. + + 7-96 
- [And now, my „ — 
ture of Prayer, and the practice of the car- 
| Heſt ages of Chriſtianity, you may be ena» 
bled. to form ſome judgment upon tha new 
ſcheme. of reading Prayers in your Aſſem- 
blies, and the uſe of a Liturgy which has 
been far a long time meditated, and now is 
putiag in execution. by ſame of your Mini- 
ſters. And weighing every thing ſoberly 
and impartially, what do you think of the 
caſe? The Apoſtles did not think they 
had. any warrant to depart from the exam- 
ple of our Lord, nor did the primitive chri- 
lian, for at leaſt four e years, ima- 
* 


K — he Retighn &6- 
efitly profeſſed by the Itith and Britiſh, p. 37, 35 %%/fꝗ0 

* L do not here, vor in. any following part of this Added. 
much leſs of the whole body ; whoſe characters I kn to be 
worthy of efteem and honor. I mean only thoſt who: ate 
immediately concerned in this affair. And though I canngt - 
do juſtice to the Subject without arguing ages Yo cake ao 
their eonduct in it, yet I Rave no deſign to expoſe their” 
— CE Ie 


9 1 of bay tos 


. 


* 


1 
gine they had any reaſon or warrant to de- 
part from the practice of the . Apoſtles. 
Where then is the warrant: for this inno- 


vation ? I know of none that en be produ- 
ced, but the inſufficiency of Miniſters. Vou 

may plainly ſee, that the inſufficiency: of 
Miniſters,"was the firſt occaſion of | readin 
Prayers in the Church. That indeed cat 


not be charged upon your innovators, nor 
are you or I diſpoſed to rank them with St. 

Auguſtin's injudicious praters or his ignorant 
brethren. However, 1 will venture to ſay, 
© that if their reading of Prayers is not the 
Lo reſult of ignorance and inſufficiency; ig- 
1 norance and inſufficiency may, and, pro- 
1 bably, will be the reſult of their reading 
« Prayers.” For in this way it is evident 
enough, they will indulge a relaxation of 
thought, and of that ſerious, attention to 
' the word of God, and to things ſpiritual 
and divine which is neceſſary to ſupport an 
ability to pray. Through negligence and 
For want of due exerciſe, their heads Wðill 


a loſe the furniture, the materials and expreſs 


fions, which they may already have acqui- 
red, and their hearts will grow indifferent, 

cold and languid, Thus their parts will 
n ruſt, 


( 49 ] 
tuſt, cheit gifts and ſpirits will wither, and ; 
they will contract an habitual indiſpoſition 


to oommunion with God, and reduce them- 
ſelves to a prayerleſs condition. The con- 
ſequence of which will be, a ſlothful ver- 


fioo to ſtudy, a ſinking in Al miniſterial en- 


dowments,” and a general ee 
part of their important work ; and yet they 
will ſtill ſerve for reading &f Prayers, and 
other men's Sermons, even when they are 
uncapable of making any of their own. + 

gut the deſign is to improve the Dif. 
< ſenting Mode of Worſhip. The Diſſent- 
ing Mode of | Worſhip» by free Prayer, is 
formed upon the example of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles, explained and confirmed 
by the predtice of the pureſt ages of chri- 
ſtianity. And whoever attempts to improve 
it upon juſt principles, muſt fix it upon the 
very fame foundation on which it now ſtands, 
and direct it by the very ſame rule, and fo 
muſt leave it juſt us it is. He may indeed 
by his inſtructions or admonitions improve 
the abilities of thoſe ho perform the Wor- 
- ſhip of God after this mode or method; but 
the mode itſelf no human wiſdom enn 
 « improve, becauſe it is formed upon the moſt 


wan - D perfect 


Y 


-yyrdom itſelf, and who actually refigned 
their Liviogs,/ (which with moſt of them, 
were under God, all that they and their fa- 
milies had. to ſubſiſt upon) rather than bn 
againſt God, and deſett the dauſe of religi- 
ous and civil Liberty; which together with 
ſerious 2 would, 1 * 


. 
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he. Dr. Calany's Abridgment | | 
and the Appendix, | yp 
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Ineſs and ſobriety» by their prayers, pains, 
_ - doctrine, and converſation ! How many days, 


l 6 ne 
to their ſouls the ſame fpirit and heavenly 


ift. And this was the ground of all their 


other qualifications; they were excellent 


men, becauſe excellent, inſtant, _ ment 
in Prayer. "i 
Such bee de Pühin the firſt 5 95 
of the Diſſenting Intereſt. And you, here in 
Lancaſbire, had a large ſhare of theſe burn- 
ing and ſhining lights. Thoſe who knew 
them not might deſpiſe them; but your Fore- 
Fathers wiſer, and leſs prejudiced, eſteem- 
ed them highly in love for their works fake. 
Vou were once happy in your Newcombes, 
- your: Follies, your Heywoogs, yout Fincbes, 
: your Angiers, your Harriſons, Pendleburys, 
*Cromptons, Mathers, and many others, who 
left all to follow Chriſt; but Providence 
cared for them, and. they had great comfort 
in their miniſterial ſervices. | The preſence 
and bleſſing of God appeared in their Aſj- 
ſemblies, and attended their labors. How 
many were converted and built up in god- 


on particular occaſions, were ſet apart, and 
ſpent in warm addreſſes to the throne of 


( 53.1 

Grace, and how much Wache comfort of 

thoſe who joined in them 14% 
But now, alas, we are kb * 
which have a manifeſt tendeney to extin- 
guiſh the light which they kindled, todamp 
the ſpirit which they enlivened, and to dif-. 

ſipate and diſſolve the n — n 

raiſed and formed. | | 
| Conceive in your : lags — the-iats 
of religion among the Diſſenters will be, if 
reading Prayers be the common practice of 
all your Miniſters,” as doubtleſs it will, if 

you adopt the preſent ſcheme. Indeed, to 
induce you to admit a Liturgy, you may be 
made to believe, you ſhall therewith ſtill en- 
joy, in ſome parts of the ſervice, the benefit 
of free Prayer. But what ſecurity can you 
have for that? Are not theſe, or any other 
Gentlemen, at liberty to vary, and make al- 
terations . when, and as they pleaſe? You 
may depend upon it, if reading Prayers be 
once admited, as indiſpoſition and incapa- 
city grow and ſpread, you will have nothing 
but reading either in your public Aſſem- 
blies, or on any other occaſions. Voung Mi- 
niſters eſpecially, (if they are not trained up 
in 1 Prayers at your Academies,) will 
D 3 3 


] 54 1 
naturally incline to ſeglect the culture of 
this gift, when they can be accepted in al 
caſier way, withour the 4pplit#fori and pa 
neetffary for the attatitfieft of it. 


— 
the gift and ſpitit of Prayer will perth from 
among you, While the faith and hope of 

che Göpel ate Hvely and vigorons; the fpi- 
rit of Prayer will be ſo too; hen this groe 


kiguld, theſe alſo are langulſhing and wi- 

 therlvg away, And though you and your Mi- 
Aiſters may be alive to politeneſz, amuſernent, 
Mirth; guiety arid ſenſual breakeres you will 
be dead td the life; ani pleaſure of 
Religim: duch © profſpt® een be fcgurded, 
with itidifference, oy by thoſe who ate al- 
. ready very cold and indifferent; to thoſs 
who have any degree of ſpirituul life and 
ſente, jt moſt uppeat very ſhocking. And 
thus ano your intereſt, of codfiderable im- 
to the exufe of religion and ber- 
iy, vm be nne. Ht can bo fupported only 
dy the ſatne ſpfrit of devdtion, by which it 
Wa zt ft rife, People will find 2 dif. 
fene Bertrern 4 Priyer om puper, and 
Pityer in the Het; ern nf 1 
"ey eſe fk wer an but few, if 


2 any, 


ahh dia 
cog Reg. trap: 
« beſt 0: an. e 
* baſk are a Gre propriety 7 6 
| * gongeptions, and . 
72 5 coarſe, low, unmeagin 
| „an ions, by which free, Prayer 
| Wen to contempt, and. ridi ew 
apguage, but the ſenſe of the heark, iy 
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proper, the more it appears to have been 
labouted; and your new Prayer- Book may 
prove a'piltled idol, which will be admited 
and adored'by thoſe that uſe it, more than 4 
the God they profeſs to worſhip. 

Natural plainneſs and ſimplicity in divine 
Wortiiy is moft fuitable ro the Goſpel ; 
which fimplicity if we deſtroy by adding to 
it the paint'and patches of bold'and wanton 
fancies,” we deſtroy its purity, power, and 
trueſt beauty. That way of worſhip is 
moſt pleaſing to God, not that we imagine, 
but which he chooſes,, And, my Country- 
men, may you not more ltedfaſtly believe, 
that your own ſcripture-way is more ac- 
ceptable? And is it not much ſafer for 
you to adhere 'to what you know Reve- 
lation will vindicate? And ſurely you may 
bear with ſome improper expreſſions, or e- 
ven incongruities of ſpeech, (if it ſhould ſo 
happen,) if the Prayer be affectionate, and 
hath ſuch Oratory as the great God is pleaſ- 
ed to liſten to, the Oratory of a warm and 
ſincere heart. Some in St. Auguftin's days 
ridiculed the coarſe and uncouth language, 
which ſome of the Biſhops and Miniſters 


then 


(57. 1] 3 
then uſed in Prayer. . But, faith he, Let 
them know, there is no voice beſides te 
te affection of the ſoul; that reaches the ear 
« of God; and they will not jeer, if per- 
e chance they obſerve that ſome of the Bi- 
« ſhops and Miniſters of the Church do call 
* upon God with barbariſms or ſoleciſms, 
that is, with odd and improper ; ways of 
ſpeaking. - For,“ according to Chryſoſ- 
tom, God ſeeketh not the eloquence: of the 
tongue, nor the elegant compoſition of 
« words, but the flower: end e the 
„ ſoul.” 4 


But, my Friends, the Google obje&tion 
is not of your making, whoſe: ears, I dare 


ſay, have not been diſguſted by any crude 
conceptions, or low coarſe language, which 
your Miniſters have uſed in Prayer. Vour 
E A ee ee 8 
miniſtros eceleſiae forte animadverterint vel cum barbariſmis, 
vel ſoloeciſmis Deum invocare. br, N 
cap. 9. tom. IV. 

h This . another Proof; that ſet forms or Heer were not 
e orient nad yd + 
t Ov y a gere a e., wide Medes vu 
un d Nux e. Chryfoftom in Plal, 8. 5 
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Miniſters; t Whem you. give 4 liberal edu- 
eation, are trained up to perform the folemn 
duty, in 4 proper and agreable manner. 
Why then do ſome of them labor ta diſpa - 
rage and diſcard free Prayer * In this way 
Miniſtors are obliged to greater care, thought, 
and circumfpeQion:; and it lies as a weighty 
charge upon their confeicnces, to uſe all pro- 
ö br dying har 
nos to a manner of worſhip, recommended by 
the don of God. And no wife man would wiſh 
to bo exergpted/ from this, as it is evident- 
ly a mean of keeping the ſenſe and power 
ef Religion alive in his heart. But yet, I ſuſ- 
per, it is here the diffgulty lies. © We care 
nat for having our minds under ſuch con- 
« ſtraints, always watching over our ſpiriis, 
4 cuſtivatiog and guasdinga ſerious ſrame and 
© praying affections. What's to be done ? 
Why ſurely we ought to rectify our hearts. 
No We deſiro and inſiſt that you give vp 
„ free Prayer, as an improper way of wor- 
„ip, and allow us to read aur Prayers out = 
4 « of a Paper or Book.” But how can you 
give up ber E which ſtands upon the 
N en the . authority? 


1 
PSs eee 
ſhould not be diſcarded. © Should yu com» 
ply with this, ure you fare: we ſhall flop 
| here ? May we not in time be too indolent 
fo our own Sermons? I fear we ſhould. 
Your Minifters, for above a hundretd years, 
have prayed in this manner with the appro- 
bation, and to the advantage of their hear- 
ers, and ſo may your preſent and ſucceeding 
Miniſters, if they give 4bemfeioes 19 Prayer, 
and ſtudy to be good Minifters, murifted up 
in the words of Faith and found Dodrine. 
But if any are not capable of miniſterial 
qualifications, or refuſe to acquire them, 
why do they ingage in the miniftry Or, 
hy edi ego 
turn ſome other way. _ |, 
There is a Piece, and ths ben und une 
ten upon this occaſion, in favor of this new 
ſcheme, by one, though nameleſs, who 
muſt be a principal leader in it, intitled' 4 
Letter to a Diſſenting Minifler, repreſenting 
the expediency of Sated forms of Prayer for 
e n 
Pirſt 


1 | * Fee ts Adi 0 Dntores Lang hck 
been publiſhed, the Rev. Ma. Szppon of WarrmoTor; to 
who e the Letter bs a Dillcuring Miniſter, 5 


[ @ 1 
Eir&,publiſhed. in Lenden 17533 and again 


in the Country,in 1758. This Letter has 
been anſwered, and ſufficiently confuted by 


the learned Mr BAK EIL of LIVIRToOL, “ 
and by another hand. As it has been twice 
publiſhed, without any reply to either of 
theſe anſwers, we are left to conclude, that 
the principles upon which the Author and 
his Friends have acted, are contained in this 
Letter, a andi in their judgment do ſtand good, 
and, ſtill, remain in their full undiminiſhed 
force. And without doubt, my Friends, they 
wauld be pleaſed if you alſo were of the 
lame perſuaſion. .. But whether this be the 
gaſe, you may judge if you pleaſe to attend 
to the few following Reflections upon this 
Leiter. | 
2E, ſets out thus The circumſtance, I 
« confels, Which has the greateſt weight 
ä « With me, and bears bardęſt upon our me- 


2 « thod,” Te the e ien met hod of 


Vie +13 y e 2 Q Prayer,) 
in the Note, Page v ene. « Heis uot the Autor | 
« of the Taid Letter. 5 , 


{The Miſtake, of aſcribing it to him, . to Way 2 
reer 


ARKINGTON, 
„ Viider the title of © Remarks 1 upon a Letter to a Diſ- 
Lenting Miniſter, Sc.“ publiſhed in the year 1758. 


. 
Prayer,) is the tendency it hat in general 
to deſtroy the very nature of Prayer itſelf, 
< conſidered as à direct ſolemn addreſt to 
and immediate intercourſe with the AK 
mighty.“ (p. 4.) That is to ſay,” the mb- 
thod of praying among the Difſenters; con- 
ſidered in general,. by whomſdever cr in 
what manner ſoever,'it is performed, has a 
-tendency to deſtroy the very nature of it ur 
to render it no Prayer; no addreſs to God, 
no act of converſe, or commumion with'the 
Almighty. 21 eWorx ochun igt IOW 
This is a moſt caſh and extravagant at- 
ſertion. Our Lord prayed with Mis ist- 
'ples, the only Congregation he then had 
upon earth, Lale ix. 10, 28. — Xi. 1. 
© Fobn xvii. 1, &c. in which laſt place, we 
have his Prayer at large, through' the whole 
Chapter. Now, no man of 'underſtandis 
- can ſuppoſe that our Lord read his Prayers 
out of a Paper, or a Book; or that he and 
his Apoſtles aſter him, prayed otherwiſe 
than in the free and extempote way, the 
ſame, in its general nature and uſe, as free 
Prayer is nom uſed. Tlib is allowed by 
the warmeſt and moſt learned advocates-for 


Liiturgies; and; Tam (perfuaded} this Writer 
720 him- 


- 


khimnolf is of the fame apinion. Therefore, 
by common conſent, it muſt he judged, 
that the ſenese iGharge, which he has ad- 
mond agaiauſt che anathod - af pray ing among 
2 Meatara, and which ys che Tanndation = 
A his hae Gheme, inſens the higheſt 
ali ſnonaur dh aur Land, and his Apaſlles. 
Mat, ould aur, Lard, ar could his Apol- 
ales, pra n amathed implying the moſt 
folema avackery towards God, and che 


which, if this Author knows it, ahey mut 
cermioly-bave known: it, ta have. eue 
1 une the vun nature of Prayer tel, 
tarito»>fraftate the and and, deſign of :ahbat 
chould-iadopt. a principle of ſuch impians 
accatlongy:! Or that any haneft ;chufban 
whale deleded by ſentiment fo.difho- 
ble i tthe thicfied oRedeomer of he 
eworlkH wAadiyct thisds the principle, ſoramy 
cthingctheybbarertoldius tothe contrary, 1 
con which he; nec hume is aſtahliſned. 


ln hyipecrif towards men? In away, 


y the muy, this bien admin 40 f 


Tthe <Idifahtcts, They .may.cxcept ageinſt 


its , per- 


— 
the mode itſelf, in genenal, they un . 
ecpt, without - cxcapting ugniniſt (the pra- 
tice of our bleſſed Lord, and of he Epen. 
'As'this Writer, by juſt confequencs, ß | 
firms, that wihourtetforme, oriLiravgies, 
Prayer hach / a tendency eo deftroy iti, ur 
ect be ho FM yer ut all,” be: ſuroly raifentbeir 
utility u preatiticul too high. (Forithua die 
repreſents tem ws vfſvatially ace to 
fupport the very being of Prayer imcluiſtian 
-AfethBlics, \Burif this'be tue, our Log] 
and his infpired Rpoſties maſi have hnown 
ite be the, Nut fon, an Y wore, b: 
yond diſpute, che beſt. guad, foxdeubllek - 
7 Have taken cate to hive ſup- 
Phed us tbundlantly, and fuer from all eur 
too, with thüt Whieh was neesſferyete re- 
bende che very being of Prayer in chr 
„ mean a Lutgy ; and que 
dave Lt k to be dene by no bohy Mee 
"who, in remòte ages, and ut a fime wr 
"they foreſitvy the chriftitn religion wol- he 
-Sfeatly"<vrrdipted. "'Bit netber our ond, 
nor "his Apoftles, "hive left us fuckt u La- 
tatgy,” 1 this Khir - 16 * 
there 


Antraduce them into his own | Congregation, 


14 ] 
therefore he has carried his notion of 4 
Liturgy far beyond any opinion our Lord, 
or his Apoſtles e e it, chat is to 
| ſay, far beyond the truth. |. ug 10 

However, to ee eee 
attending the diſſenting method, he informs 
us, that he collected and put together forms 
"of Prayer ſor bis oum uſe, with a deſign to 


p. 9,10% 3.) But upon furtber .confider- 
urin, he found there was ſulſicient occafion 
tai Believe, that the generality of the Congre- 
{gation would be greatly ſeandalized at the at- 
rifempr, and bis cirtumſances were ſuch as 

Aliged him in prugence to decline the ſcheme ; 
anti ſo, conſulting with worldly , prudence, 
| be went. on ſtill praying, as uſual, in, the 
public Aſſembly in a way, Which he was 
conſcious bad a tendency lo defirey the N 
alas f Prcher itſelf, Liwiſh, 1 could re- 
concile this conduct with integrity. .How 
could he in. honor perſiſt in ufing a mean 
of divine appointment, for the eternal ſal- 
vation of himſelf, and of his Congregation, 
in a manner, which he was perſuaded. had 
a tendency to render it ineffectual, or rather 
to e it? Our: : glorious. firſt Refor 


mers 


L 55, } | 
mers in England choſe the bittereſt luffer 
ings, and moſt eruel death; and the Bars 
tholomew Divines, the Fathers of the Diſ⸗ 
ſenting Cauſe, reſigned all their Livings, and 
caſt themſelves entirely upon Providence, 
rather than violate conſcience, or ſin againſt 
God. mm 
of theſe men 

But here, my Countrymen, I may appeal 
to your own experience; you have, many 
of you, for a long courle of years, attended 
upon the worſhip of God in, diſſenting 
Afſcmblics, and do you find, upon reflection, 
that you, have been praying all this while 
in a method, which has a. tendency. to 
« deſtroy ths very notre of Brogan ahlf 
and that the longer you have joined in it, 
more your hearts have — fines 
God; or that you have leſs prayed to God, 
in faith and hope, the longer you have ſin- 
cerely endeavoured to pray to him in this 
way? Have your Prayers, merely by the 
uſe of this method, and by nothing elſe, 
at length been rendered a ſolemn mockery 
of God, and wholly inſignificant to your: 
ſelves? On the contrary, are you not con- 
, that the more you ye yy 

E 
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une way of ptaying; the more you have 
been cdifled and comforted; the more you 
_ hive improved in the love of Göd, and 


8 every cr iſtian dimpofitton; the more uin 


69" d 


ble, the more ſcricus, and the more Hea- 
venify-nitnded yon bar been? po then 
tan Have the aſfürance to affifrn, that you 
have been ſo long pray ing im A method, 
that ls 4 tendench to deſttoy the very 
nature bf Prayer TRIPP" Or Fou may 
i the Na Way. 
Vo Have ritighbours Al arbumd, who Wor- 
Mipþ God in th method this perfon ib con- 
tetidibg for. Deh it appear, that they have 
belt Highet reliſh of fpirituat things, or a 
mdeli deeper ſenſe of God and religion than 
i ene of your differing Acquaint- 
ce? ane 
ow be Katy among you men of the 
moſt exctllent Hiniftetial abilities and of 
the moſt” undbubtetl integrity, tt in 
the gilt and ſpirit of Prayer, Who" by the 
fervor of cheit depotions, have raiſed the 
berrtb öf hoben that Joined" them, to 
the'throne of grace; and can you belieye 
chat furch worthy Miniſters, and happy in- 


ſomems of * the power dren 
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on in the hearts: of ſo many, either could 
or would pray in a manner which had à ten- 
denoy to fruſtrate all the important ends and 
putpoſes of it? If not, can you think thoſe 

deſerving of any regard who can inümuate 
ſuch a vile reflection? Or that ſcheme wor- 
thy of encouragement, which is only ſup- 
ported by a ſentiment fo falſe and ground leit 
It is alſo intimated, that you are tun 

to hol upon Prayer as the Miniſter's b, 
and not to confider it ſo much as you ſhould do; 
as 4 duty in which you yourſebves' are aquially 

concerned. (p. 4.) But is this true? Here 
again you are to anſwer for yourſelves: Are 
you indeed fo ignotant or ſo careleſs, that 
you do not know or do not conſider that 
the Miniſter is the mouth of the whole 
Congregation, and that all preſent: ſhould 
join him in Prayer, and lift up their hearts 
to God as well as he? I cannot entertain an 
opinion of you ſo mean and diſparaging. 
But he fancies, © that a Diſſenting Liturgy | 

« would turn much to the advantage both 
« of the Church of England and of the Diſ- 
« ſenters.” As how? Why, many ſerious and 
ſenfble paple, ubs think there are very i 
exceptions * 

2 * 


Service, 


CS] = TY 
Service, and find ſo little diſpoſition in their 
Governors to make any alterations, bowever 


reaſonable, might very gladly come over to us 
if: they could ance ſee us making uſe of a Li- 
turgy, in which, they could jain with greater 
Satisfagtion, (p- 12.) But can we be ſo vain 
to imagine that any Liturgy we can com- 
pile will ingage the attention and eſteem of 
Church - men ? At beſt, it will be but a Pre/- 
byterian Liturgy,” and that alone wake: * 
will ſink it into contempt. 
A Preſbyterian Liturgy, drawn up by a 
ew obſcure inferior hands; the implement 
of a Conventicle, without the ſanction of 
public authority, can have no great effect 
upon our Brethren of the Church of Eu- 
| But inſtead / of ſoftening, (p. 12.) 
will certainly heighten old prejudices, when 
we appear to be | ſuch „if,  obſtinate, and 
_ wey-ward mortals, that even when we are 
+ convinced of the utility of Liturgies, yet 
we refuſe to accept theirs. Which, by the 
way, may poſſibly, in ſome future changed 
ſtate 4 public affairs, give the enemies of 
religious liberty a handle, and ſpecious pte- 
text, to impoſe upon us their own' forms, by 
ſevere methods of perſecution, This de- 
ſerves to be conſidered, | , 
Jut 


1 bg 1 

But if this Letter Writer wants to make 
Profs it is plain, in the caſe of the Mc 
thodiſts, that free Prayer is the 'more ſuc« 

ceſsful way. If their Preachers (though j 
feſſed Churchmen) had read their Prayers, 
they would have made no great imprefſions; 
but in the uſe of free Prayer they have 
drawn conſiderable numbers 2 of tho 
Church, and ſettled them in Congregations 
all over the land. For one Churchman this 
Author will bring over to the Difſenters by 
his Liturgy, the Methodiſts, T will venture 
to ſay, have brought over a hundted; ho 
a thouſand, in the uſe of free Prayer. © 
Again; he imagines @ common - 
Book among us, might Ab a bo de- 
grees a Reform in the Service of the National 
Church. (p. 13.) Indeed! Cay we be:fo'pre- 
| ſumptuous. as to flatter ourſelves, that the 
luſtre of our example, or the excelleney of 
any Liturgy we can compile, will have force 
enough to influence the judgment, or excite 
the emulation of the Governors of the 
Church, to whom the matter belongs; and 
induce ' them to reform their Service- Book, 
when of late they hive'not thought fit to 
1 the Addreſſes of ſome of the beſt 
'E L and 


Br © ©” BROM 
and wiſeſt among their own Clergy ? Some 
wich for a Reform, but do they wiſh, or 
would they like, that We ſhould be the Re- I 
- farmers? It muſt be a very extraordinary 
_ jundure; and ſuch as; in the cotpman courſe | 
of things, can never with any probability be 
expeRted;:; when; the Church will conde- 
n or influenced by the 
* Difſepters. On the contrary, Lam confi- 
dent that if any thing in a reformed Litur- 
g howld be copied from, or framed agre- 
ably to; the practice of Diſſenters, it mould 
miſe in the Nation a general diſſatisfaction 
and prejudice againſt it. Na. I cannot ſee 
in ay ſhape ot view how we can be aſſiſt- 
ing in this caſe. In truth they do not 
want our aſſiſtance, if they were inclined 
to gccept it. There ate, and we may hope 
will always be, men in the Church of EA 
gau uf good ſenſe, learning and piety, 
ſuſſicient for this work, whenever a fayara- 
ble time fur it occurs. Nor ſhould we buſy 
ovurſclves in a caſe of this nature; in hich 
we are not immediately concerned. It is 
enmigh for us that we are favored with a 
Toleration; ſor which we owe thanks to 
r and to the nr too, how 


L 
nnn 


And in the uſe of this privilege, it becomes 
us peaccably and modeſtij to worſhip God 
fincerely in gut on approved mode, leave 
ing our Superiors to folloꝶ their own nudge 
ment, and, take their on time and. meer. . 
ſures in.,zeforming the ene 
which, as we injoy liberty for ir af- 
fects. pot us, but only with reſpeeh to.lome. 
temporal empluments, wiuch we may, well 
ſpare, and in the hope pf giernal life, cheare 
fully relign,*. ; V1. 36408 ni 813% 0 h inne 
Dot dis Wiiter and his Friends er. 
edt that any common Frayer- Bock ther 
have drawn or can draw up, will mggt With 
ready and univerſal, among the 
Diſſauters, even of theit cn Nenomination?. 
So his way of arguing ſeams td imp But 
the Diſſenters are a free pcople, Rrongly, te- 
nacious of both their civil, and eſpecially 
of their religious -libertics-/ In mattere of 
Religion, it is their avqwed principle, Which 
they have long and bravely, maintained, to 
| ſubmit to no authority but what is dixine; 
n n — 22 they — 4 
* 99 HL ide ? 


= For a a foller* coafitaridh of Wig! Author, ſee Mr, Bn&- 
x#LL's Remarks before mentioned. 
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| Fietiiled with the Government to grant 
hem liberty to worſhip God agreably to that 

- moſt zuſt principle. And can theſe Reform- 
ert be ſo ridiculouſly abſurd as to imagine 
1 the'Diſfſenters will admit a Liturgy compo- 
- ſed und offered by a few inconfiderable men? 
Vo various are the religious ſentiments of 
mien, or ſuch is the nature of a Liturgy, 
that no Liturgy can be eſtabliſhed, as a com- 
mon form of worſhip in a Nation, without 
the anthority and ſanction of the ſupreme 
governing Powers in that Nation. Shall a 
few Miniſters pretend to make a Liturgy of 
their own compiling current through any 
body of men now in England, where they 
have neither authority to inforce, nor pre- 
ferments to recommend it? Such a Liturgy 
muſt be a naked defenceleſs thing, expoſed 
ith nan unn . 
e Bot 1 ep ed ie vill make its 
— eſteem and regard by its own in- 
e trinſie excellenoe and perfection. Small 
 » hpes of that. No human wiſdom, I pre- 
ſame, can frame any thing of this kind, 
| 3 will ſuit every judgment and every 
conſcience. Something, in the opinjon of 
| | | — . 
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s Ws perſons, will always be offenſive and 
erroneous, "ſomething deficient, ſomething 
redundant; and where every body is free 
and inclined to judge, cavilling, objecting 
eaſy, if not very pleaſing work. Private 
judgment and conſcience are ſo nearly con * 
nected with a Liturgy, that the beſt that can 
be formed by the ſkill of man, could not be 
able to ſupport itſelf, unleſs firmly upheld by 

the higheſt authority*that cit be Ingaged. | 


© Congregations,” This doubtleſs will be at- 
tempted by all the art of 'addreſs'arid per- 


ſwaſion ; and of this, my Countrymen; you 
ought to be well aware. For conſider what 


will be the conſequence. The ſums ſpirit 
which has taken it into one Aſſembly, will 


be for thruſting it into others, ' Some may 
approve, others diſapprove; ſome muy ac- 


| cept, others reject; for it cannot be ſuppoſed 
- that all in any Congregation will ar once, 


without reluctance, give up their uſual and 
Fa lg On Sri ene Hence vas 
e Wor --1 FigNce, 


» Te coſt Rome, the patience and policy of ſons Hundreds 


of Years before could be 
ears its Liturgy univerſally impoſed or 


| . 
tianor; diſnord, animoſity will be brought 
into chtiſtian gocicties and Families, and 
mar raiſed among thoſt who are bow at 
peace: Chriſtian Congregatians will. be di- 
vided. ſhattered, and broken; harmony. an 
lee deſtroyed. - This; you, know is ,conr 
trary to the {pirit, and and doctrine of Cheiſtia- 
pity s and muſt infer much ſin and guilt, in 
which the Grit author zen 

"The Sepc ee pray without 
d forms ;.but King Charles I. and Arch- 
Leude were determined to Make 
wand their Prayers out of a Liturgy, or 
common Freyer - Book prepared for them. 
Tube Scots refuſed. Tice. the King lead 
a gh into, Scotland to forge their compli- 
ande but to no effect. Hence, as from: the 
priginel ſonree, 1 apprchend, prœcceded all 
the following battles and blogdthcd, all the 
rialence, rauages, and difarders i in he ond 
War. 02d fon (153 1 101 95701 245 1 ) > 
 Religigus * breed the moſt al 
blood, and ef the worſt kind. The Diſs 
ſenters chooſe their preſent way of worr 


* and upon very good N They 
_ "nw 


> ARE? Watiey, * * 


= 
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_ Chooſe it, and the Government is: ſo goa 


and wiſe as to allow it. They arp at peace 
among themſelves, and well ſatisfied” with 
their own way of worſhip. And it is, in. 
the nature of things, impoſſible chat they 
ſhould be brought into any other, without 
breaking peace, and introducing diſcord, and 
a world of evils among them. Aud WhO 
that wiſely reflets, would chooſe to haves. 
hand in, or any ways to encourage a ſchome; 
which is manifeſtly of ſuch pernicious ten- 
dency? Therefore, my Friends, carefully 
againſt all inſinuations that would deſtroy 
them. They that would brealt in upon your 
tranquility, thanks be to God, haus no per 
over you, but what yon yourſelves: give 
them. Be ſtedfaſt, and or nn. 
1 1 105 1 Het 8 24 AW. 
There is another thing, ann * 
oughytes beepptigatich and it is this. That 
a Liturgy, both with reſpect to thoſe that 
compile, and to thoſe that uſe it, implies a 
confeflion of Faith, and this; in regard 
both to what is and to what e mot therein 
expreſſed, People pray as they belirve. The 
E OTE Fr 
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ly implied, they Are ſuppoſed to believe. | 
duch as are omited, and by others received, 


ligious knowledge is in a progreſſive ſtate, 
and has been fo, at leaſt, ever ſince the Re- 
formation. It is not therefore poſſible, that 
the wiſeſt men, in our days, ſhould form 

A Liturgy abſolutely and immutably perfect, 
which ſhall never want any amendments or 
alterations; becauſe, as in proceſs of time 
new evidence atiſes, religious ſentiments 
ought to vary. What is found to be true we 
are bound to embrace, and to diſcard what 
o diſcovered to be falſe. This will prove a 
great inconvenience to your new Liturgy, as 
people may be led to go on praying by it, 
. when their better informed un 
and conſciences may tell them, that it ex- 

: preſſes a wrong faith, or corrupt doctrine, 
or is ſilent upon ſome article, which now 
appears to be true, and well grounded, and 
— ought to by taken into your devo- 


tions. 
wy What i to de done in this cle; I had ft 


from a principal hand in the affair, „That 


_ * it was propoſed to have a meeting of Mi- 
0008 every: enench Ter, to review and 
* - « adjuſt 


— - 
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„ and to reform any faults therein that 
might from time ta time appear.” This 
would do once for all, in the, hands, of 
perſons inſpired and infallible; but, as things | 
now are, it will be directly to ſet up an egy 
cleſiaſtical juriſdiction among yon, over un- 
derſtanding and conſcience, logded in the 
hands of fallible men. Therefore how well 
ſoever this may ſuit the ambition of innova 
tors, you cannot but be ſenſible it will ſubject 
tug here ce you conſent to it, to an, intolerg- 
| ble. yoke of bondage. A Septennial Synod of 
fallible Miniſters; will receive from you, or 
aſſume to themſelves, authority to fit aajudg- 
es, to determine and ſettle for you matters of 
faith, doctrine, and worſhip. How do you 
teliſh this ? Can you digeſt it? It is the na- 
tural. reſult of this wild ſcheme, You mult 
either incur the danger of uſing. a corrupt 
Liturgy, or conſent to eſtabliſh ſome autho- 
rity to reviſe and correct it, as the caſe may 
require. This is directly contrary to your 
| own principles, and to that freedom from hu- 
man jmpoſitions which, as chriſtians, you 
are bound in conſcience to diſdain and reject; 
and may, in time, bring you into ſervitude 
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to as haughty and extravagant a tyranny as 
ever appeared in'the chriſtian Church. Not 
to inſiſt; chat it is impofſible you ſhould 
foreſee how this reviſal of your Litutgy 
vin de performed; whether for the bet- 
ter, or for the worſe; whether peaceably, 
or, (as is too common in ſuch caſes) conten- 
tlouſly and tamultuouſly ; whether fairly 
and impartially, or, (which is more probable) 
by the arts and prevalence of a party, 

The cafe therefore, my dear Countrymen, 
in every view, is very plain; you ought per- 
emptorily and vigorouſly to withſtand this 
vfurpation, and to 'cruffy it in its infancy. 


u /Diflnivts ſubmit to ſuch a ſebeme, their 


liberty will be endangered. And can you at 
length ſacrifice religious liberty, to the fan- 
cies of a few weak injudicious perſons ? Or 
pay that ſubmiſfion to them, which you de- 

ny to the Government: For ſhame! Surely, 
you cannot, you will not. If your Cauſe is 
ſunk never ſo low, as to wealth and numbers, 
I beg you would inviolably maintain the ho- 
vor of it. Tou read in your Aſſemblies the 
* pure Word of God, your Minifters, to the 
beſt of their abilities, inlttuct and pray . 
ing to that rule. And according to Wa? ruſe 
you 
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pox my din on pop: 
ous femtiments, leaving your fellow-chriſti- 
atis perfectly fret to de the fame, ahd living 
with thetn in peace, and in all offices of love 
and goodneſs, though they may happen, in 
ſome things, ts differ from you in Judgement. 


hundred years, the Patriarchs prayed, thoſe 
ancient favorites of heaven, ſuch as, Enoch, 


Noab, Abraham ; you pray, as our blefſed. 


Lord prayed ; you pray, as the holy ſervants 


of God, the Prophicts and Apoſtles, _ 


noble company of Mattyrs priyed;” 
add, you pray, as Angels would pray, * 
they come down and officiate f in your * 
ſemblies. 
It is impoſſible you ſhould, in this im 
o_ ſtate, riſe to a higher degree of — — 
Therefore keep as you are, and do 
a Taff yourſelves to be unhinged and dif- 
tracted by any new-fangled devices ; which, 


however they may ſhine in the weak i insg. 


nations of the inventors, cannot put you into 
3 better way, but will certainly miſſcad ) 2a 


Thus you' impröve in knowledge and piety; 
faith and charity. And what would you 
have more? You pray, as from the begining 
of the world, for about two thoitfand five 


* 
- AE 


80 
into a much worſe, And though. you may. 
be cenſured as a „if, ob/tinate, and wayward 


people, for diſſenting from the Eſtabliſh- 
ment; I hope you will not incur that cha- 


racer . by. difſenting from. theſe., innovators. 
Therefore it is your wiſdom to adhere fica- 
dily to your own approved way, and to re- 
peel vigorouſly any nen to ee 
ſuppreſs it. re 

And can you tell me, * Friends, a_ 
theſe things will end? If you come into one 
ſcheme, are you ſure you ſhall. not be drawn 
into another? In my own thoughts, I put 
it. down for certain that you will. If once 
vou deſert your ſeripture· principles, and 
give into the inventions of buſy heads, 
you may be left to wander and loſe. your- 
| ſelves i in the devious paths of the vaineſt ima- 
Some things have already been 
moved, and others will follow, as ignorance, 
vanity, aſſurance, a luſt of power, love of 
novelty, an averſion to ſtudy and labor, 2 


| diſregard to ſcripture- principles, a contempt 


of goſpel-fimplicity, an undervalyance of 
. the diſſeating-intereſt, and ſuch like quali- 
ties (which will flouriſh greatly under the 
Favor of your leans: cx! 1 — #4 

en 
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( * 1 
Four Ordinations have already been bold- 
ly attacked, though nothing is done, or re« 
quired” in them, but What is very agreable 
tothe natute of the ſoletnnity, viz, That 
the” Cahdidate give ſome ſpecimem of his 
learning and abilities, that he declare his be- 
lief in! and aſſent to, the Scriptures, as a divine 
Revelation, his ptofeffon of his ſincerity in 
undertaking the work, and his reſolution to 
2 faithful in diſcharging it; and then he is 
ſet apart to it by Prayer, and laying on of 
hands. But this may imply a more ſtrict 
and ſerĩous regard to the ſeveral parts of the 
miniſterial office, than ſome Miniſters chooſe 
to ſubmit to, who love to breathe in a free 
air, and may not care to be tied up to that 
holy temper and conduct, that vigilance and 
ſelf-denial, that integrity, and ardent defice 
to ſave fouls, which the Apoſtles require in 
the character of 'a Miniſter. 
| Baptiſm, by a ſtrange liberty, has allo 
been changed into the dedication of children; 


in one inſtance, at leaſt, whete an Infant was 
only dedicated to God, but not baptized in 
the name of the Father, Son, and holy 
Spirit. This practice has a direct tendency; 
to diſſolve, in the thoughts of chriſtians, the 

3 4 ellen» 
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eſſential conpeion n Neuen Baptiſea and 
_ the . of Grave, A * 3 6 


58 the mch 50 
5 biolt A 8 confirming wy 7 HY 
to. e Infant baptized, and the reſt of the 
ly, all the un iſpeakably great bleſſings af, 
the. ba l, as they. are freely given to; us; 
of, 4855 Chile, zo fo all, che cmlrt 
and encouragement to a pious, life, which 
dinance in ſucceeding, generations is. 
tended to. inſpire, will be loſk ta yon and. 
55 fr "and ſunk into utter oblivion.— Your: 
2 will be dedicated to Noth but you 
ſhall n vot ſee the, leaſt- glimpſe of the glory 
of f divine 1 grace, which God. haz, apointed, 
to Exe upon them in this very rational BO 
e Inſtitution, 
ELBA or free grant, of bleſſipgs. 
kriſt, the, groupd of the, vlg chi. 
l life and hopes, which, ſeems, at 
preſent to, be little "underſtood. or regarded, 
Will periſl out of your. thoughts, and you 
will fipk. nearer to the ſlate; of meer Deiſm. 
Von Will ſoon, come.to this, that goed Mp-.. 
rality . "good Chriftianity., Doubtleſs, ſo it 
is l the e of 10 W 1 


this 


S * 
* 


| that be give bis only bogh22en '$ 


ſeem to Have practiſed very 206d Motality.: 


ſins, © according to the riches of bis graces, 


faithful witneſs, the firſt begotten of t 


_ 6 
by one helf. The. peculice- 2 
Boctrines of the Goſpel ſoar - vaſtly Wen 
any thing the wifeſt Heathenb could 


know; though ſore of them taught and 


Bur ehriſtian Morality” ftahds upon” aüef 
nobter and far more ſublime principles and 
niotives;” and be who would teach it ought 
to underſtand the whole counſel of God; re- 
= to our rede ipHo and ſalvation by J. 
hrift, as delivered to ùs in revelation, 

E following paſſages, with many othery 
in the Apoſtolic Writings, contain ſeritis 
ments vaſtly ſuperior to the utmöſt efitrts' 
of human Reafon. e world, 
that who- 
ever baitberl on bin periſh, Mit 
have everlaſting life. —(b) 2 6 Bath made ws 
acrrpted in the beloved in whom we Baus re. 
demption” through bit blood, the 


wherein be bath abo towards us in all 
wiſdom and prudence. — (e) Jeſus Chrift the 


955 


1 


A, 


the Prince of the Kings of the earth 


2 


(a) John iii. 26. (u Epheſ. 3, 6, 7, 8. le) Ber. I. 5, 6, 


EL % ] 
bud 45, and (waſhed, u. from ou? fins in bis , 
ouun Hood, and bath made us Kings and Priefts © 
unte Gad, and bis Fatber. — (d) Te are not 
your. owns far ye are bought evil Price, 


therefore ;ytoriſy God in your body, and in 
aur ſpirit which. are God's." — (e) I. beſeech 
1 \ the, mergies g God. that ye. preſent 
lie. a. living, ſacrifice — unto God. 

605 Hes 4 merciful. and faithful, High- 
Prieſt in things pertaining to God, to: make 
atotiement for the fins of the people; and i as 
ble ta. ſave, to the uttermoſt, thoſe that come unto 
God by bim, ring le ever liveth.to make in. 
terceſſion of, them; — i g). God has given to us- 
eternal He. and this h; is in bis gon. — (h) 
I give unto mine eter nal, life, and. Juill raiſe 
them up again at the laſt day, li) N are 
dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God, 
8 75 when Chrift ube is your life Mal affear, 
xk may appear. with bin in Zl aul) 
od Bath choſen us in him before, the. founda-. 

55 of t the world, that we, ſpould be. boly an 
without , lame Here lim in love. — . 


> : | | 9 e 


. wt . V 
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(d) x Cor. vi. 20. (e) Rom. xii. 1. U Heb, i ii. Fey. 

vu. 5 (g) 1 John v. 11. (h) John x. 28, (i) Col. ii 3. 
(«&) Eph. i. 4. () 1 Pet. i. 9. 

v2 neall 'L 5 


n 
e a choſen Generation,” 4 royal Priefibood, 8 


4 boly Nation, a peculiar People, that ye ſhould 


ſhew farth the praiſes of him who bath called 


you out of darkneſs into bis wonderful light. 
— He bath called us to bis kingdom and glo- 
7y. — (m) Behold, what manner of loue the 
252 bath beflowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the children of God, — (n) And if. 
children, then. beirs, beirs of God, and join 
_ bars with Chrift. — (o) He hath uh. us 
together, and made us fit together with Chrif,. 
in heavenly places. — (p) Becauſe ye are ſons, 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of bis Son in 
to your Hearts, crying Abba, Father, — (a); 
. Whereby are given unto, us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, that by theſe ye might be 
partabers of a divine nature. 7 r) Now the. 


God of bope fill you with all joy and peace in. 


believing, that ye may abound in bope, through 
the power of the boly Spirit. He that clear- 
ly underſtands, and is duely affected with the 
Doctrines couched in theſe texts and others 
of the lame ſort; is an * Nike, the. 


F 3. de 
; £X £145! £118 QA! tre" £24 430 21934014 2 
(m) 1 John iii, 1. (af Rom. viii 17. 
(o) Eph. ii. 5, 6. (p) Gal. iv. 6. 


(JJ 2 Pet. i. 4. | (r) Rom. xv. 13. 


_ 
* 


oo 
new ay nn 6 {aithf] 4 8 of. the 
Wes | - gee js ſug] ho iq, * 
im As 1 3 2 ini ter of the Goſe 
* ereby | he i is obliged to the daily ity- 
hy of foch noble (ubjedts ; bappy in the 
cha comfort and  atisfpction of mind, which 


TY T rar 


| 2 y JETT from | principles ſo divine and 
e 


y, and from . conſtaot. ſerious en- 
vor to communicate t the, Kknowlege & 


wer 'of them to, others and 
| on e jo 1 "hi world ſhou d n but 
lower Ling, at the coming © of our 


La, he hy I be appy, rich and honora- 
180395 Expreſſion We evermore, But 
yo will they appear in that day, who pro- 
ng to be Miniſters of Chriſt, yet baye | 
een j copſcientiouſly ſtudjous t to pain | the 
key and moſt extenſive knowledge from 
the divine Oracles of the Doctrines which 
he has there delivered to us? 
What r. remains, my dear Countrymen, is 
humbly to requeſt your favorable acceptance 
of my honeſt endeavors to ſerve you in this 
affair, which I reckon is of very great im- 
portance. 1 was born, and received the firſt 
ae 
| + e 


* 
my Matic Country; Ga the muten of 
| Gd#fo ſoon carried me into remoter 
and ſo log detained me there, that 
now returned in the capacity of a foes 
Which by the laws of humänity pleads 
Kind aud tender tegird. Agd T au Cote 
not with any ſafilh of finiſter views, 
With's mere and difintereſted deſite to 
yt ſervite th the Gopel of Chriſt, by co 
mumicating to young Students that Know. 
ledge in the holy Seriptüres, which'T may 
have acquired by a long coutſe of thought, 
and the moſt impartial inquiry. It has been 
a great advantage to my uſefulneſs, which I 
reflect upon with thankfulneſs and pleaſure, 
that in every other ſituation, I have lived 
in peace, honor and eſteem, with perſons 
of the beſt ſenſe and fortunes ; eſpecially in 
my laſt ſituato ny neh could not but 
leave with reluctande, and from which no- 
thing could have draw me, but a ſenſe of 
duty to God, And now I have conſecrated 
my ripeſt, though declining . years, to the 
ſervice of true Religion among you, which 
(upon the moſt juſt and catholic principles) 
as God ſhall enable me, I will labor to 
F4. Promote 


[8 ] 
promote to the end of my days. I hope 
you will. permit me to lay ſome claim to 
your patronage and encouragement. 

I moſt heartily wiſh, that the Galpe 

may always ſhine among you in all its 
heavenly ſplendor ; that it may t in 
your hearts, and in the hearts of all your 
Mimdiſters; and that in the light thereof you 
may walk in all holineſs and purity, in love 
and goodneſs, in comfort and joy in the 
holy Spirit, to eternal life, through Jeſus 
SO our Lord. Amen, 
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H E Editor of the ScaiyruRE Ac 
"count or PRAYER, in looking, over | 
Dr. TaYLon's Papers, hath lately met with 
an Anſwer the Dr, ſent to a Queſtion pro- 
poſed, to him by a Perſon. of Piety, Learn- 

ing, and Fortune ; a Member of the Church 
of England. It is preſumed. it may not be 
unacceptable, to ſoxie Readers, to ſee it 
here inſerted. 

In Auguſt 1759. Dr. TavLo th | 
Letter from Loxpox, in which this Quel. 
tion was propoſed to him. 


£ 


Whether all our Prayers ſhould bs 


e made to God, the Father alone, in the 
% Name of our Saviour, and not ſeparately 
« to our Saviour alſo?” 

I anſwer—That our Lord hath expreſsly, 

over and over again, directed us to aſt, or 
| pray to, the Father in his Name (i. e. as his 
true and faithful Diſciples, and in a de- 
pendence upon the grace of God beſtowed 
upon us in and through him.) John xiv, ' 
13—16. And whatſoever ye ſhall af the Fa- 
ther in my Name, that will J dv, that the + 
| Father 


=.” 

Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye fall 
. any thin in my Nan, I will 4 it. V 
Je love me A my Commandments. And 1 | 
will proy the Father, and be ſhall give 
another Comforter, that be may 2 
you for ever. | 

John xi. 23, 24. Aud in that day 7 
| Aal afe me 1 nothing. Verily, verily, I Jay 
10710 Jau, Whatſoever * ' ſhall af the Father 
in. my Nome, be will give it you. Hither- - 
10 ye have afted nothing in my Name. 
and ye ſhall receive, that your Yoy may be 
Full. Ver. 26. At that day, after my Aſcen- 
fion into Heaven, ye ſhall oft in my Name. 
He feems to forbid a aſking him, ver. 23. In 
that day ye ſhall * aſe me nothing: &c. There- 
fore, by our Lord's expreſs injunction, it is 
undoubtedly the duty of Chriſtians to pray 
to the Father, in the name of the Son, And 
we find it was the practice of the Apoſtles 
td pray unto God, as the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


ue. & ni bis 


| LET WTR FEET with ares (to defire; 

to pay beſeech) 3 times out of 56 in the New Teſtaw 
ment. partie cularly, John xiv. 16.—xvi. 26.—xvii. 9, 1 57 20. 
1 Johii v. 16. Where, as well as id this place, it has mail 
3 8 


- 


sr 


N 
Srreazws Projer may be'alledged as an 
exacption, - But our Lord then perſonally 
appeared a STEPHEN 2s his gupport und 
Saviour, ſtanding ready to receive his ſpirits 
and might continue /o.to appear till he ex- 
oo His Prayer may, therefore, be ſup- 
poſed to be directed to our Lord, as' pre- 
| fent and ſtanding by. As to thoſe expreiſſi- 
ons in the Apoſtle's writings, Romans xvi 
20, 24. The grace of our Lord Feſus G 
be with you all. Romans i. 7. Grace to 
and peace from God our Father, nee 
Jaſus Chrift. 1 Theſſ. ii, 1 1, 12. Now God 
himſelf, and our Father, and our Lord Jeſur 
Cbriſt, dire our way to you and the Lord 
make you to increaſe, &c. Alt theſe, and o. 
ther the like expreſſions, 4 far as they en 
be ſuppoſed to imply an Addreſs or Prayer, 
muſt be conſidered as addreſſes to God; in 
the name of Chriſt, or with relation to his 
being the agent by whom all bleflings are 
conveyed to us; which ſtrongiy implies a 
dependence upon the grace of God in him. 
It is thus. that the Father and he are one; 
namely, as they coneur, the one in granting 
n RC IEE 


1 92 J 
and Peace from God our Father, [the origi- 
nal donor] and Jeſus Chrift our Lord, [the 
mediator: by whom they are conveyed to 
us] is the ſame as, May God the Father, 
_ « through Jeſus. Chriſt, - give you oo 
© Mercy, and Peace. 1 Tim. i. 2 _ 

This form of ſpeech therefore doth not 
appear to me to imply an addreſs, by way 
of Prayer to Chriſt, but only a belief and 
expectation, that the bleſſing would come 
from God, through his hands. A favor 
from the King and from the prime Mini- 
ſter, is the ſame as from the King, through 
the hands of the prime Miniſter. And where 
the Grace of our Lord Feſus Cbriſ only is 
mentioned, the grace or favor of Gad, the 
Head and Fountain, muſt neceſſarily be un- 
derſtood, who hath conſtituted Chriſt, the 
author of all grace and ſalvation,, as he is 
the ſurety or executor of the goſpel Cove- 
nant. Accordingly. that text, Jobn xiv. 14. is 
to be ſupplied thus. If ye ſball aſt any thing 
in my name, [the Father will grant it, and] I 
will do it. 2 Cor. iii. 13. Tbe grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the boly Ghoſt, be with you' 
all. Amen. There the Apoſtle prays to 
Vor ; God 


(1.413 . 03% if% FO) KY ale a 23 0G] 
God to grant: them his love, dads awe. 
which he communicates by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a ſhare in the influences of his Spirit, 
Upon the whole;!theſe texts, 1 judge, are 


fo far from interfering with our "7 in- 


janction, «to pra 919 5 God i in his name,” that 


they are, as th Id perfect Fo 
11585 with ien the thin 

itſelf; Doubtleſs they are inſtancts of 1 
ing, or of praying to God, in dependence 
upon his grace in Chriſt, (which 1 is praying 
in his name) and Chtiſt is mentioned on 
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Books publiſhed by Jeu TAYLOR, D D. 
and ſold by Munz Wavon, at the 
neee in Lombard-Street, - es 


175 nh Hebrew oglich Concordanee, 
ted to 7 7 Engliſh, Bihſe; 
CR. ..7 all 12 words in the Hebrew Bible, 


both rbots and derivatives declinable Words, 
aud rticles are tangetk in pr proper gamma. 
order, after Buxto/f's method: t- 
tber wide d. die Texw 1th Bible, where 
every declinable. Habrow: Word * fountd;' 
| in} the common way, under that: 
ds, and. alſo all the varigus rendetings: 
of it in the Engliſh Tranſlation. . Two vo- 
Nice bow bound 41. 45. | 

II. A Paraphraſe with 1 on the E- 
piſtle to the Romans, To which is prefixed 
a Key to the apoſtolic Writings, or an eſ- 
fay to explain the Goſpel ſcheme, and the 

cipal words and phraſes the Apoſtles 
chang uſed in deſcallitnÞ it. Quarto. The 
Third Editien. Pries Bound 188. 6d. 

III. A Defence. of the comchen Rights 
of Chriſta and of (the ſufficiency —_ | 

ection ure, © without! the aid of 

man Sebemes Creeds; and Confeſſions, . 
&c. With a prefatory Iifcourle, in defence 
of the contain Rights of Chriſtians. With 
a Paraphraſe and Notes on the Texts relat- 
ing to the affair of the inceſtuous Perfon. 


The Second Edition, Price 18. 6d. i 
exobys a 


Books fold by J. Wann, 


IV. The Scripture. Doctrine of|QrigipaliSin, 
prapoſed to free and candid examination. In 
three Parts. The Thitd Edision, with large 
additions. To which is added, a Supplement; 
ae _ _— on — 
vindication f cripture. Doc inine 
Fa — Sin, and The Ruin and "OPM of! 
mankind, &c, Prize 66. gt ld [it : 
V. The Scripture, Doctrine of Annen 
examined! firſt, in relation ta inis ſaertſi- 
ces; and then, to the ſacriſice o our bleſſedo 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Price 8. 
uin A Catechiſm, or Summary of the 
Chriſtian Religion, with proofs from Scrip- 
age, forthe Jolene of paring 
very tion; the in ; 
Perfene. The Second. Edition... 
_ Ditto without the Proofs. Price ad. 
VII. The; Lord's Supper explained upem 
Seripture Principles, and || added. to the uia 
of common Chriſtians. .- Price 1d 
VIII. The Covenant of Grace, and Bap 
tiſim the Token of it, explained of Scrip- 
ture Principles. Prices: iin 
IX; An Examination of the: Stchame o 
Morality, advanced by Dr. Hutcheforr late 
Profeſſor of e een e 
como. Price 1. 
X. A Sketch of moral Philo@pby 3. or an'/ | 
Eſſay to demonſtrate] the Principles of: Virtue 
and Religion, upom a new, 9 eaſy 
Plan. Price. 18. 6d. 41 
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Bioks fold by. J. Waven. 
XI. A Collection of Tunes in various Airs; 
with a Scheme for ſupporting, the ſpirit and 
practice of os, in | Congraguenns. 


Price 185 ac 5 
XII. The Importance of Children; or Mo- 


tives uo de { eager of Cath. 


Price d. 
XIII. A Charge Jclivired at the Ordination 
of the Revd. Mr. Smith/on, © Price 6d. 
XIV. A Sermon preached at the opening 
of the new Chapel in Norwich, Price 6d. 


With all convenient ſpeed will be 
2 5 publiſhed, | 


AS of Setriiron®s: DrviviTy, 6356 
8 on 0 Plan of the Dieine Diſpenſations. 


1 Shar: — by the Death of the 
Rev. Joun TAavLor, D. B. late Profeſſor of 


Divinity and Morality © in the Academy at 
us >, hy ee By E. Harwood. 
Price 6d | 

Remarks upon a Letter to a Diſtentiog Mi- , 
niſter, concerning the Expediency of ſtated 
Forms of Prayer for public Worſhip. By a 
Diſſenting Miniſter. The Second Edition, + 
To which is now: added, an Examination of 
the Preface to a new Plan of Chriſtian publie 
Worſhip, called The Chriſtian Common 
Prayer- Book, or Univerſal Liturgy, lately /pub- 
liſhed. With a Defence of Water-Baptiſm. 


+ Theſe are the Remarks refered to by Dr. Taylor. p. bo. 
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0 HE Author of this F erf 
> ance attempts to engage the fa- | 
| vorable attention of the Public 

n by aſſerting . that his Liturgy. 
<«.js founded on the TRUE Goſpel Principles 
« of Charity, Benevolence and Liberty; 
« and-adapted to the general public..uſe, of 
« EyERY Society of Chriſtians. Theſe 
pretenſions are, indeed, very ſpecious and 
ſanguine; but the candid and judicious will 
probably ſuſpend their approbation of his 
Syſtem, till the convictive evidence of ſuch 
high claims can be properly aſcertained. 
The aſperity of ſome Reflexions in the Pre- 
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e wehe Poa 
qns interſperſed in the Prayers, ſeem to cat» 
eel and explode the plauſible infinuation. 
In an Advertiſement, annexed to this U- 

NIVER8AL LITURGY, we meet with ſome 
precipitate and ungeounded Animadverfions 
on the late Dr. TayLor's Piece, entitled, 
A ScrxieTUuRE Aceounr or PRAYER ; 
which was addreſſed to the Diſſenters in 
Lac AER, on occalion of a new Litur- 
gy which ſome Miniſters, of that County, 
were compoſing for the uſe of a 
tion at L1vexeoor.;” But is it the ee of 
inadvertency, or of deſign to ſuggeſt; that 
it was written © in oppoſition'to Ay, Litur- 
« pies, or precompaſed Forms of Prayer?” 
Had" not Dr. T. expreſly precluded this 
riiſconfiruRtion of his defign? He had * nO 
< defign,” he aſſuret us in his Preface,® © it 
© any part of his Addreſs, to cenſure the 
Church of England, as his 0 L E intention 
e is to ſhew the Piſſonters what might be 
, ſaid in vindiestion of their mode of Wor- 
hip; and that his thoughts and views 

Dy apc er 4 
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But, the reaſoning in the: firſt partiof 
Pr. Taytor's Effay; wo art told, doth - 
dot attend duly tothe real ſtate and cons 
« dition of humen Nature, that ie, of the 
« hearers or people in worſhiping Aſſem- 
blies, nor diſtinguiſh ſufficiently: between 
« ſocial and private Prayer.” Such: general 
and unproved Reflexions cannot merit a par. 
_ ticular reply, eſpecially as the Author ef 
them wholly waves the conſidetatiem of thoſe 

and Argumente which Dr. T. 
hath aſſumed and illuſtrated. To the equi- 
table tribunal of the intelligent and unpre- 
N the appeal N ati; d 
« Aple e our — — 
* tute evidence and divine ; 

e for every matter of Faich, Doctrine, and 1 
** Worſhip, we require divine authority, an 
<. ſearch the Scriptures to find it“ . In 
= he declares — © that in all the facted 
« Writings, woe ſind not one word about 
praying by precampoſed Forms = that | 
n evidence can be produced, that our 
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«Lord Ibs Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever dd 

© :campile, preſcribe, or uſe, or join in any 
5 Litutgy, or precompoſed Form of Prayer 
«whatſoever, whether: ſuppoſed to be je w- 
« Iſh or chtiſtian. * Upon theſe juſt and ſo- 
lid foundations the Dr. hath raiſed a con- 
necteiſ aid beautiful ſtructure of Truth and 
Argument; and formed his Addreſs to the 
Reaſon and Judgments, not to the Preju- 
* Hices and Paſſions of his Readers. A re- 
futation of the Dr's avowed Principles and 
Renſonings, this Cenſurer ought in jaſtice to 
che Dr. and himſelf, to have labored, -that 
de might not ſeem to reſt his cauſe upon 
caſual and ey — as its ſole ba- 
_ Gs and: ſupport. 29797 r 
Beſides, doth this Water refle., where 
" ” big-fres and/indiſcriminating charge may ter- 
minate, and what caſcs-it-may deeply affect? 
May not the intereſt of primitive unmingled 
Chriſtianity ſuffer from ſuchvague and careleſs 
imputations ? Should inquiry be made, upon 
what plan public Worſhip was conducted, 
_ Quring the Miniſtry of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, will it be ſuggeſted that they did 
not duly attend to the real ſtate and condi- 
tion of human Nature; and neglected to 

make 


— 


Page 24, 27. 
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make due provißon for the feeble capacities 
of theit hearers in 'worſhiping Afſemblies? 

Another Objection againſt the Scar 
| AccounT of PRAYER is, that the reaſon- 
ting in it doth not diſtinguiſh ſufficiently be · 
© tween ſocial and private Prayet c but een 
this remark ſeems to imply, that it doth 
conclude in favor of ſecret or perſanal Devo- 
tion. However, let us examine the propri- 
ety and force of this exception to the Dr's 
argument, as it relates to ſocial and public 
Prayer. To this caſe we fee a particular at- 
tention given in ſeveral paſſages. The Dr. 
obſerves Page 27. that when St. Paul repre- 
hends the Corinthians for their manner of 
praying in an unknown tongue, the repre- 
henſion plainly fuppoſeth' that if was not the 
cuſtom to uſe a precompoſed Liturgy. He 
corrects the Perſons who prayed,” not the 
Form by which they prayed, and conſiders 
the Prayers offered in the Congregation as 
conceived in the minds of the perſons-who 
prayed, and not as read out of any preſeri- 
bed Form. And to remedy the diſorder for 
the future, men 
3 „ | 


Page 27, 26. 
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Foomn-this and. other obſerrations it ap- 
„ 
end public aer, And, the account which 


. © 


i Suiten Fre, into.the public Afemblice, 


fully aſtertains that from the begining of the 
E th price dt ch. 


tain . 
/* But & is afſerted, that the latter part of 
Tus ScarpTurt Account or PrAY- 
un, ig an imperfe&t Addreſs to the Pal- 


done and Prejudices, rather than to the 
Reaſon;and Judgment of his Friends and 
Renders, This reflexion as, ſevere. as it is 
.anmerited, 1 would refer to the Author's 
ſeclater thoughts and more deliberate eview; 
in order to correct the curſory and indigeſt- 
ad eſfuſion of a mind apparently diſguſted 
_ with che Dr's ſentiments, which are ſub- 
verſive of his own favorite Plan; and, per- 
haps, upon a more accurate and unbiaſſed 
ſcrutiny,” he may ſee reaſon. to conclude, 
that the Addreſs is very properly applied to 
| the-perteptive powers: and rational move- 
ments of judicious and devout Chriſtians,  , 
8 7 It 


6 
18 
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It is proper for ws to enquire, hilt are 
«the ſabſtantial arguments“ which the Au- 
thor of the UNIVERSAL Lirukey pretends 
to have alleged in his Preface, as the foun- 
dation of his own Syſtem—He tells us, that 
from Experience he is convinced of the 
te abſolute neceſſity of Forms of Prayer in 
Churches, or public Aſſemblies of Wor- 
« ſhippers.” But this practical experimental 
Convittion of the abſolute neceflity of pre- 
compoſed Forms he virtually retracts in the 
next page T, where he freely owns, * cer- 
< tain it is, that religious Worſhip may be 
e performed acceptably, and to etlification, 
< eithef W1 n ot WIr nour 4 Form; 
« both ſides have their peculiar ad dntages 
« as well as diſadvantages- What theſe 
are, he leaves to precarious conjecture, and 
prudently avoids all explicit declarations up» 
on theſe Topics. 

A further Specimen of bis Penetration and 
Conſiſtency is exhibited, when he ſays, f 
« it is preſumed here that it would be more 
* expedient for the generality of worſhip-=' 
ing Chriſtians to make uſe of a good 
* N wherein the People may bear a 

3 «.con- 


i » Preface, Page 4 1 Page 5. 1 Page 6, 


4 40 i) 
| « e part with their Voices, as the 
« moſt likely. way to keep their hearts cloſe- | 


* ly engaged in the Devotion they offer; 


| ans yet be will not expreſely aſſume it as a 


Principle, that the hearts of the People are 
not cloſely engaged in ALL, or ANY of thoſe 
Prayers i in his own Liturgy, where vocal Re- 
- Citations, or Reſponſes are omitted and where 
their aſſent and concurrenee are only ſigni- 
fied by ſaying AMEN. This imagination of 
our Author's. is alſo. very repugnant to the 
judgment. of others, of no inconſiderable cha- 
racterʒ even Dr. THoMAs Biss, a moſt zea- 
lous Pleader fot the ſublime excellence, and 
radiant ſanctity of the national Liturgy, 
ſtrongly inculcates me reverſe of our Au- 


ng ION bets ad HOW. Zh" 
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. enn. e ie e 
** ſes of Abfurdity, but that even in the Prayerz, where the 
* People are bound to accompany the Miniſter with the 
« Heart, they would not do it alſo with the Lips; and this 


« not becauſe of any corruption, but only becauſe it breeds 
 conyuston — leſt the found of all ſhould: turn it into the 


1 and not the voice of a Congregation, 


% Miniſter, hath not the leaſt apology for itſelf, but that it is 
* cuſtom : it is doubtleſs a bissER vie to the Worlhipper, 


# ge well as 8 y160npEK bo the Worſhip. Sure I am, it ra- 
| AI ther 


1 
Again; our Author aſſerts, that this 


'  Shewe of wal Divaden's requiſite to ren 


der their Addreſſes to God, -a reaſonable 
ſervice, as they are required to be; Rom: Xii. 
1. 1. [How admirable! the capacity of our 
Critic for the inveſtigation of Scripture · doo 
tine | | How pertinent and judicious his 
Comments | Doth the text referred to, bear 
any relation to / devotional addreſſes ? A 
Writer ſo careleſs, or injudicious, muſt be 
an incompetent judge of what is abſolutely 
* neceffary” for divine Worſhip. Fond and 

exalted muſt be his Opinion of his own abili- 
ties for the province into which he officiouſ- 
ly intrudes, when he undertakes to compile 
_ © an univerſal Liturgy, adapted to the gene- 

© ral public uſe of EVER Society of Chri- 
en ſtians,” Will not the diſcerning; in pub- 
lic Aſſemblies for religious Worſhip, be un- 
- eaſy and diſguſted at the forward Attempt ? 
And it is our Author's own--maxim, that 
'« when once Unealineſs or 1 begins, 
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« thet weakens than helps the intention ol de Mind.” Sep 
Dr, Brssz's Beauty of Holineſs in the Common-Prayer. Pa- 
ges 165, 167, firſt Edition. 

+ Page 6. 1 Ibid, n 
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"Ms, is alſo introduced, ag * * 1 
the NECESSITY of ſome liturgic Forms for 
public uſe, to prevent the thoughts and of- 
actions from being bewildered, and even 
neceſſarily! wandering. and diſengaged from 
the Miaiſter; and that the Devotion may 
not be cold and languid, for want of 'bav- 
ing ſomething to ſay himſelf, or knowing = 
beforehand what he is about to pray ſor . 
E all Devotion in the People languiſhing 
and: calth/: except it be enlivened by vocal 
Reſponſes, or alternate Recitations ? Will not 
this ſuggeſtion conclude with equal ptaprie - 
ty and energy. for the neceſſity of Singing 
the public Prayers? And if tbe intervention 
of inſtrumental muſic be required, as an eſ- 
ſential ingredient in the conſtitution of di- 
vine Worſhip, experience will ſoon be al- 
leged as an) autbentic proof that Devotions . 
are then moſt animated and fervent, when. 
ſung wich a loud Voice, and gravely or btiſk- 


b played off upon the Organ. 


The good ends for which public religi- 
ous Worſhip was inſtituted, he obſerves, 


are the edification, improvement, and un- 
derſtanding of all that join in it, according 
4 "CE SES ” x : to 


Page 8. 
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to the Apoſile's own direction, 4 
ct things be done ta edifying, 1 Car. xiv 
26. But it is not hinted in the; apoſtolic in- 
ſtructions, that the adopting or uſing pre- 
compoſed Forms of Devotion was connedbs 
ed with the Edification af Chriſtians in the 
matters of public Worſhip. And this Wi- 
ter's Anticlimax of edification, improvement 
and underſtanding, i to me a certain evi= 
dence of the confuſion of his Ideas, and that 
his Talents are inadequate to the important 
Work in which he hath | 
He tells us that © the ov weighty Ob-' 
« jeftian that is urged againſt Forms of 
“Prayer, is * that then have a direct Ten- 
e dency, by People's accuſtoming themſelves 
<« only to them, to deaden or abate the true 
i ſpirit of Devotion, and to degenerate into 
« LIP=-SERVICE alone; to which *« the prac-/ 
< tice of many devout Chriſtians, who con 
e ſtantly uſe them, and with the greateſt 
« ſeriouſneſs, is a ſufficient anſwer,” But 
pray- Sir, to whom is this Anſwer ſufflei- 
ent? And who are they who have the Rg 
of deciſion in this conteſted caſe? They, 
whoſe hearts bear teſtimony, that this is the 
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bed an ue upon frequent experiment have a 
| different perception? Every Individual hath in 
this caſe an equal right to judge and chuſe for 
bimſelf. And as it would; in the eſtimate of 

our Genſor, be the higheſt degree of unchari 

tableneſs and wrong judgment to ſay, that in 
the eſtabliſhed Church of Exo and, no bo- 
can be, or, is devout in Prayer: 80 it 
may be allowed that our Author hath himſelf 
ame what deviated from the rules of candor, 
| benevolence, and charity v, i in the ſharp invec- 
tive he hath, leyelled; againſt ſome perſons, 
das in the gall. of bitterneſs, and the bond of 
Ainiquity. But let the Gentleman be pleaſed 
ta tecollect for a moment. — Is it likely that 
every perſon doth in fact give equal attention 
to any Form of Devotion, divine or human, 
aſter a long unvaried uſe, and frequent repe- 
tition of it, as When he firſt. became ac- 
quainted with it? Is it probable, that this 
is the caſe with regard either to the ſubject 
matter of Devotion, or public Inſtruction? 
Out Author hath, I apprehend, proceeded 
upon a wery different Plan, in the variety he 
Bech udiouſly. practiled, in, ſelecting the 
Leone, and compoſing the Hymns for daily 
uſe ? If variety be recommended in theſe 
reſpects 


wr 2 rage, 
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reſpetts, what objection baude the daily 
variation of the Form and Manner of our 
public Prayers ? Our Author will not be of. 
| fended if this weiglity Objectibn to the ſta- 
ted Uſe of precompoſed Forms, be liere ad- 
dreſſed to his calm attentiom in the words of 
a learned Writer, whom he will not be for- 
ward to reject as an incapable or partial 
Judge . It mult be granted, indeed, hat 
* the novelty of Prayers does moſt eſfectu- 
«ally. raiſe and continue our Attention to 
% what another man ſays. It muſt alſo be 
« granted, that the Uſe of the Tame pre- 
* compoſed ſet Forms of Prayer does as 
certainly create a dulneſs in the minds of 
« the hearers, and as certainly cauſe them 
t to wander, as the repeated uſe of the 
ti ſame Sermons would doo 
The Compiler of the wotk beſdee uu. 
appears to have high ſentiments of the uſe- 
fulneſs and importance of the united vocal 
Addreſſes of all the People aſſembled; and 
particularly as proper to render them a 
reaſonable ſervice, perfectly pleaſing and 
INTELLIGIBLE To ALL the addreſſers ; + 
4 but 
55 : 
Ty THOMAS —— Diſcourſe of i Frayer, 
+ Preface, pages 6, 8. 


[246 ] 
but it may admit af ſome doubt, whether 
the letter and ſpirit of the apoſtolic Prohi- 
bitione, Cor. Xiv+ 33, 34, 35. are not con- 
tradicted by the loud Reſponſes and general 
Exclamations in Devotion, which this Wri- 
ter recommends ; let your Women keep 

s lenco in che Churches : for it is not per- 


« mitted unto them to ſpeak — for it is a 
r for Women to ſpeak in the Church. 
a IE occed now to. review the conduct of 
this Gentleman in the capacity of a Trans- 
former, and Repairer of public Deyotioh,/by 
examining whether his principles are duly 
Muſtrated and exemplified. in his labored * 
Froduction; and his theory and ptactice of 
SOCIAL public Prayer properly correſpond. 
He ſets out in the introduction, with ob- 
Terving what 5 « obligations lie upon Chri- 
*« ſtians of every Denomination; and in eve- 
# ry Country to the practice of public reli- 
« 1 Worſhip — as conſtantly obſerved 
our bleſſed Savior and his Apoſtles.” — 
He artfully applauds his ſyſtem, as a ** Litur- 
* gy or Plan for Chriſtian Worſhip, which 
40 he hath endeavored to eompoſe in ſuch a 
— manner as to ſuit eyery Denomination of 
g Chri- 


. Preface » Page 3. 
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. Chriſtians; Who own the ae for | 
« their only rule of Faith and Praftice, — 
that -nothing+;(hould be introduced into 
e publio Prayers, but what every Chriſtian 
% may with a little attenti on eaſily under- 
* ſtand, and can without the leaſt ſeruple 
« or heſitation join in — that in compoſing 
his Liturgy, through all its parts, a ſpecial 
« regard. has been paid to this rule, and it 
<« is hoped, NoTaING will be found in it, 
that any Chriſtian need ſcruple to male 
« uſe of, or may not EASILY underſtand the 
4 full force and meaning of each phraſe.” 
He ſpeaks: of the neceſſity of our *.retarn 
« to God's ſacred Teſtimony and Truth in 
the Scriptures;” — and pleads for the al- 
teration' he has made of the common doxo- 
logies, in SCRIPTURE wonns ALONE, 28 
les exceptionable to ſome, and not offenſive 
to any who pay Regard to the Law and to 
the Teſtimony of their divine Maſter . He 
acknowledges to have had great gffiſtance 
in forming his Plan from the liturgic-com- 
of various Authors, among which 
we find the late Mr. EpMunD OveRgAL for- 
ia * the London Aſ- 


ſurance 


. Pages 4, 5, 7, 8, 13, 14. 
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ſurance Office, and an apothecary of Rut- 
land, who: hath fince taken orders in the 
Church of England — but moſt eſpecial- 

«ty; he has been ready to copy from the 
no 8CRIPTURES, the beſt and only 
«infallible Guides in ſuch a deſign, and 
from 235 411 h Dor. 
| «; F; 1 471 
7 The Plan of his WY 1 
from the eſtabliſhed Liturgy, which, accord- 
ing to his complaint, is wregular, materially 
defeRive and unſcriptural, in expreſſion at 
leaſt, if not alſo in ſentiment; — that by an 
— t inter mixture many needleſs re- 

e petitions are promiſcuouſly made in con- 
t fuſion. and material things miſplaced.” + 
From theſe and the like profeſſions have we 
not ſome | encouragement to hope that eur 
Authar as a ſagacious and experienced Pilot, 
wall carefully avoid the rocks and quickfands 
where others have unhappily foundered. 

In the Creed which he ſubſtitutes in place 
of chat called the Apoſtles, which he rejects 
as defacient, as well as the two other Creeds 
as ertoneous or diſputable, he inſtructs the 
— and all the * to proſeſi that 


they 


as - Pug 17. t Page 15. 


8 
ue belions:ttha- e eee 
only rule of Faith and Practice, and con- 
« tain every thing neceſſary to direct unta 


« Salvation.” But how conſiſtent is this ac. 
knowleged Article of Faith, with another 
doQrine abetted by him, page 11. where 
the apocryphal books of Eccles as FIOUS 
and WisDoM, are introduced as containing 

as rich a treaſure of uſeful Maxims' for 


o Bolomon and Eceleſiaſtes, to which 
© bobks they may be well ſuppoſed sur- 
© ÞLEMENTAL, and AS 8UCH, may be tead 


And in the nyMus, 
ſaid to be compoſed from the Plalms; and 
other parts of the ſacred Scriptures, page 
77, 91. we may find ſome Extracts from 
n writings, page 
Go. TY 


Aber Author's 2tachmaes-t0-cheprarebiant 
Syſtetn,- but that he may have taken only a 
ſaperficial and cutſory View of their Con- 
tents. For not to eneumber theſe Ro- 
mache wich too large a Specimen, we may 


C2 Aatter 


« the conduct of life, as are in the Proverbs 


<« with great pleaſure and profit in our de- 
„ votional Services.” 


And _ would de ditruſt 


Y 
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fatter ourſelves that the following paſſages 
in thoſe doubtful fuſpected Writings will 
hot be *deerhed: perfeMly/congroous to the 
genuine Principles of natural and revealed 
religion. The fear of the Lord was cre- 
«ated with the faithful ini the womb.” Ec- 
eluſ. i, 14. Whoſo honoureth his father 
* muketh an atonement for his | Sins” — 
&-21ms'maketh an atonement for Sins.” ili. 
3. zol are poſitions which our Author will 
bd it not a little difficult to reconcile with the 
deripture Doctrine of Redemption by Chriſt, 
In the Preface, page 13. we are told, that 
ec the execrations and curſes in the Pſalms, 
ce v. viii xviii. æxxv. Ixxxiii. cix. cxxix. are 
et contraty to God's expreſs command, in 
© many texts of Scripture, the very reverſe 
c to our mild and benevolent SAviouR's 
ee precepts and example.” — But the apocry- 
pbal Writer is permitted to pronounce Ven- 

without a cenſure, For if he curſe 
thee in the bitterneſs of his Soul, his Prayer 
ſhall be heard of bim that made him,” Ec- 
cluſ. iv. 6: The prohibition to extend pi- 
ty and help to the Sinner, xii. 5, 6, 7. the be- 


— and compaffion inculcated by the 
— Goſpel, 


® Morn. Serv. page 5- + Pref prge 11. 
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Goſpel, and the genuine dictates and feelings 
of humanity, cannot but diſreliſh and ex- 
plode. The truth prudence and inftractive 
tendency of the aſſertions contained in 
Wiſdom, iii. 16, 17, 18. iv. 3. few conß- 
detute Perſons will be forward to maintain 
and juſtify. The diſagreement between the 
kettle and the earthen pot, and the body of 
Eliſeas propheſying after his death are un- 
worthy a place in what may be called with 
ſtrict propriety, a rich treaſure of uſeful 
maxims and obſervations for the conduct of 
life Eecluſ. xlviil. 13. But we may have 
farther invitation to take notice of TY 
treaſures of this admired repoſitory.” © 
The compoſition' of the parts more im- 
mediately ſubſervient to Devotion, ſeem de- 
ſtitute of thoſe 'Qualities wich the compi- 
ler ſappoſes are ingredients eſſential to in- 
ſtruction and improvement — many paſſages 
being | unintelligible, unſcriptural, erroneous 
and abſurd . And one would hardly ima- 
gine, that a collection of incoherent frag- 
ments, detached pieces, and unconnected 
ſcraps, would furniſti moſt proper materials 
C for 


®* Mollia cum duris, fine pondere habentia nondes ; 
Non bene junctarum diſcordia ſemina rerum. | 
o 
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ſor a rational and pleaſing Devotion, and im- 
part a forge and energy moſt effectual to 
edification; if our Author had not given the 
aſſurance of perſonal fenſation, naw 
rience on this occaſion. 

The Principles nee 
the Gentleman profeſſeth to compile what 
he calls . an Univerſal Liturgy,” are rational 
and promiſing. He would have the whole 
a'reaſanable ſervice, perſectly pleaſing and 
intelligible to all the Addreflers ; he 
would have nothing introduced, but what 
_ BvERY Chriſtian may with a little attention 
eaſily undetſtand, and can without the leaſt 
ſcruple ot heſitation join in — that nothing 
ſhould; be in their Prayers, but what all 
Chriſtians well agree in; and he aſſures us, 
that in compoſing his Liturgy through all 
its parts, a ſpecial regard hath been paid to 
this cule, and hopes nothing will be found 
in it, that any Chriſtian need fcruple to 
make uſe of, or may not eaſily underſtand 
the full force and meaning of each phraſe v. 
— By a ſtrict attention to thoſe . nn 


eee 


''s Preface, pages 6, 7, 8, 


_ 


In 


1 


together in ü 
that in the New 
place of aſſemb- 


On every Sonax, as with / peculiar af- 
fectation, he chooſeth to ſtile the Lord's- 


Day, the Miniſter is to read a Charge anci- 
ently given to the Iſraelites, to keep the ſe- 
veral Sabbaths belonging to the Moſaic Diſ- 
penſation. But are Chriſtians, who are ſub- 
je in matters of inſtituted Worſhip, to the 
laws of Chriſt alone, as their only Maſter 
and Law-giver, bound by any authority of 
the law of Moſes? © Let no man, ſaith St. 
« Paul, therefore judge you in meat or in 
« drink, or in reſpect of an holy-day,. or of 
«© the new moon, or of the Sabbaths: which 
© are a ſhadow of things to come; Hut the 
| « «© body is of Chriſt, Col. ii. 16, 17. 
_, The neceſſity, or even propriety of reciting 
any human Creed in the exerciſe of di- 
vine Worſhip, our Author hath not attempt 
ed to. prove; an attempt, probably far ſu- 
perior to his abilities: as to the Symbol he 
hath appointed, there is one clauſe. which 
ſeems to require ſome amendment, VIZ, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, was concervep by the 
Holy. Ghoſt, as the conception of an infant 
includes a- property peculiar to the female 
ſex. The ſentences ſubſequent to the ge» 
neral Confeſſion, may be deemed unneceſ- 


ſary 
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ay repetitions of what had ben Wetter 
expreſſed before; and the nett Frayet res - 
pitulites a conſiderable” part of the general 
Conftiſion; for which' reaſon; the vocal cn 
currence of the Pedple' may be:prohibited,' 
however neceſſuary the Author from expes 
rienoe had declared it, in order to keep their 
hearts cloſely ingaged in the Devotion they 
offer, and to render their Addteſſes to God 
a reaſonable ſer vide 7 ohne to 

Whether to render the ſervice more grate - 
ful to the animal Paſſions, or by way of dis 
verſion and relief, under the fatigue and 
wearideſs of too long - protracted Devotion, 
an Organ we find is to be uſed, to pla ſome 
ſublime and chearful tune · I. But is this Praca 
tice enjoined, or authorized by the Law of 
our divine Maſter ?: Did the Apoſtles and 
firſt Chriſtians conduct their religious Wor- 
ſhip upon this Plan ? Is the uſe of inſtru- 
mental Muſic agreable to the ſpiritual na- 
ture of the Goſpel Diſpenſation 4 Did not 
this foreign amuſement, and Romiſh mode of; 
theatrical "Worſhip, make its firſt appeat- 
ance in the Chriſtian Church, iter it had 


been deplorably corrupted OO EY 
ne Folly? mn cn a nah» . FS wt Ab $A 
us 8 An cs bars > 


* Preface, P "2 Man. err, . | 
4 John iv. Fay i e. 
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I is aſſerted by: competent judges, that 

in the ſeventh: Century this Coftorn was firſt 
introduced: * At laſt, in the Year fix hun · 
Edredand fity fix, the full number of the 
Amar in Rey, xiii. the Churches receiv. 
dee Latio finging with Organs, from Pope 
„ orange nn why 
©. dolatrous Images, Rhee ness followed, | 
— both Prayers to the dead; Exorcilme, and 
5:other- Grangs practices of the Papiſts v.“ 
That the beſt muſſcal Inſtrument for' God's 
praiſe is an upright heart, yas the ſentiment. 
e proton Art ns bi rare on 
bn Dr! Rur Ave time, only vocab mukic 
was uſed in dhe Epglidh ſervice ; if-Organs, 
fit ba, were uſed, u was not in the ho 
of, divioe Worſbip, but! at other times; and. 
that to divert and: rectcato the People, and 
R 433 4 Git 
- "Biſhop. 

> Tas Anno ber xvI. pleno numero Beli Apocalyps, 
eee ee oo gerber 


ue deinde Ac. Magdeb, Centuria - 
vi, Platin. in Vm Vitalian. Dt, FUN 


38's Works, printed 1624. page. 351. 
ge hays ** 
i ſunt deſtinatæ, 


i. page 504. 


AM. Þ JT 
-: Bifop/Tavrot is of opitiioby, that d- 
fon inftruinents are more apt to change 
| Religion into Air and Fancies, and tike off 
ſore of it ; and e get 2 
cada 5. | 240 

The Face obſerves, 
che Chriſk in abolifhial the Worſhip at thi 
Temple, a purely eEREOπ⁰π]]ͤ i, but he 
e gerpetunted the Worſhip of the Syna- 
gage, Reading the Scripturts, , Prayinig 
« Preaching, and Sifiging of 'Plalths, and 
© truuſplanted it into the Chriftian Church, 
ag MORALE.” Of the Teniplet 
Service; it Moſic was peculiatly-e 
part; and never, 4d it in apprehended; uſed 
in that of the jewit synsgegve, which we 
may, 8 Language e ure 
minute their parochial: Warlkip; - 

The real judgeneht of the Church'-of 
Pagan opon this point, at, or ſod aſter 
the time of the Reforaittion, may be cob 
lected from rn 
mqmqḿmꝶ . · 

e eee 
ed in the reign of: Henry VIII. and 

D2 Fand 
„ Bifdop! Tarteae Dad. nr 
329. * LILA ali 


1 Dr. dee s Works, van U. e 


* 


3 . 
Edward: VI. by cact of Parliament to. r- 


mine and purge all Canons; Conſtitutions, 
and Ordinances, provibcial: and ſynodal. ex- 
preſſed their defire to have inſtrumental Mu- 
ic removed out of the Church v. Among 
tho uted. for this ſervice, were 
| the moſt eminent of [the teſorming Clergy, 
viz.Arch-Biſhop CRA NN u, Biſhops Nu p- 
— PIN ET, GooDNI eK, CovERDALE, 
 Hoopri, Kn and a zbelides 
other Perſons of diſtinguiſnhed Characters. 
And the ſecond Book: of Homilies publiſhed 
by Authority, bath given a mortifying Check 
to the Ptrous of inſtrumental, Muſic, in di- 
vino Jeevice, by declaring that * e ought 
uu greatly. tq-rejoice, and give God thanks, 
that ut Churches are; delivered out of all 
theſe things,”; [piping, ſinging, chaunting. 
and playing upom the Organs] © which diſ- 
&-plcaſed God ſa ſore, and filthily Cn 
« Houſey and his Place of Prayer . 
bat particular motives induced the Au- 
thor of the univerſal Liturgy to recommend 
ais practice; or the tiokling of a little bell 


to call i to attention, q we are n 
A 5 7 con- 


* dend Legum Aaglie/ds divinis Oficiay Ci v. 
+ Homily of the Time and Place of Prayer. 
Mom Service, Page 1. aut 20nd + 


9 


1 
conjecture; not ſurely, becauſe theſe mea- | 
ſures are practiſed at -the-popiſh Chapels, 
and at the Play-houſe: but it may not be 
imptoper here to introduce the opinion of 
the late celebrated Mr. Por, as not alto. 
| ee ee x pa. e 1} 


enbald. alan 1421 [7D] 2 ese 


40 nd now the Chapels i filver Bell Zar: 


hat ſummons you to all the Pride 
Den Orte of mögt, broken and uheven, 
Make the Soul dance upon a Jig d Hevn * 


. 8 N. 2 ac Ha 16d: , e- 


in Page +9, Se 
DEW. erical Dodrige of . the jnoume. 
« rable Hoſts of ; AkcyAnczLs,”. but, in 
what, apogryphal or uncanonical Writings he 
hath diſcovered, theſe imaginary. , mr: 
4 2 ace * — 

to, Enquire, as Principle 18 v nary, | 
and the language unſcriptural, 

In ſeveral places he hath aſſured us that 
he hath taken all his Daxologies from Scripe 
ture, and that © to each Hymn is added a 
« Doxology from the New Teſtament, 'in 
« order to adapt the whole more to the uſe 
« of a Chriſtian Church, inſtead of ths ere 


Tit 10 HAIR * + $10 3341 _— 3 


„1. Porn s Works, Vol. III. e be. lar 
757. rss 
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4-244 ar RI fo oſten repeated in the Com- 
4 mon Prayer, vet ho where to be met with 
in that; Foten in the _ Scriptures them- 
*« ſelyayrſ:" tt he coneludes the 
Page 1a, (which we ſee 4fo repeated, Pago 
72.) with a ſentence; which the Scripture, as 
2 as common ſenſe, certainly explodes, 
„ As hs EVER was GLORIFI®D FROM 
10 1 fo. he is now and ever 

« will be glorified eternally.” How irrational 
the ſuppoſition, that God was glorified be- 
fort the Etiftence of derived beings, unleſs 
one Kuthot will take refoge in the Poctiine 
of Ereatures exiftivg and aQting from ALL 
treivity? If this one of the phraſe 
which our Author referred to, Preface; Page 


7. ieh ev CBrictivtr wick a fittle utten- 
kot, may eaffly uncher tand, and can with- 
out the leaſt ſerupſe ot Befftation jan in? 
Of iq adopt obe of iſ fareaſtic 


Fige 6's ot hi fi tome reſpert, 


ser Url he Mee, an es 
pare” i fot fepatativin=ro make the vaſt 
O_o of the 
94 wok? ' 4 44 * 


+ N 13. 14, 17. 


| . 
beavenly bodies — to hy that" God "hath 

fanctiſled the SEVEN Gay to bo a Sabbath 
for ever; and hath' changed the Sabbath 
from the ſeventh to the fieſt duy of the Week 
— 25 tho Cheiſtian" Sabbath — to ta 01 
holy incenſe, ſpivitually-' offered im e 
Chriſt our High Prieſt are ſueh impro- 
— — or inconſiſtencies in ſen- 
timent, as diſqualify em for a pee in 
the rational Chriſtian d Devotion, © © 

The Chriſtian Hythn, as he iter it; Phge 
20, hath ſome miſtakes which many Cheifti- 
aus will ſctuple and Refltate to join in. I 
ſeems to breathe a ſpitit neither 
nor benevolent, as it , that the Iſfac- 
lits/whowere exciideFibeliing 
God hath reſerved to his terrible day of . 
nel judgment. Though this damiiatory 
clauſe ſhould be an article in his comina- 
tory Creed; or Syſtem of Reprobation, yet 
the inſerting it as a. part of Chriſtian d ſalemn- 
Devotion comes. not very properly from a 
who hath ventured to enpunge v. 
rious paſſuges of the Plalins; a contrary 
to God's exprefy command in many text 
V of · Seripture as- th very reverſo of bur 
mild and benevolent Sa vion's precepts 


$ 
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«and example, and abſolutely unfit for a 
Chriſtian Congregation to repeat and uſe 
«ag parts of their on devotional - exerci- 
< ſey'#;?!'; However, if he hath any peculiar 
thoſe — 3 miſerable offenders, 1 
calls STUBBORN. -JEws, it is to be hoped. 
that be hath ſome tacit exception to plead 
in behalf of Moſes, the ſervant of God, who 
was faithful in all his houſe , and of ſome 
others who periſhed. in the wilderneſs. And 
indeed in the concluding Doxology Page 2 1. 
he ſeems: to predict the final remiſſion and 
Happineſs of them, and all the rational ſpe- 
cies, their antecedent malignity and guilt 
notwithſtanding; it, as it is there aſſerted, 
God, will be glorified eternally . 118 
CREATURES. | | | 16 3 

. 
in Page 44. by ſubſtituting the third perſon 
for the ſecond we may readily excuſe zbut his 
ſcruples about the common Doxology cannot 
but excite pity or a ſmile in ſuch as obſerve. 
that in his TE DRU he doth not heſitate to 
n IEC 


= 


. Pages 12, 13. + HR. iii. 5, , 


* 
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And yet Page go. be indructs us to pray; 
throughout the whole world, there may be 
adoted and worſhiped but one Lord God, 
the Father, — — mn = only 
gon. 

In Page n; abe Presses * the: told, 
that we ought not in a devotional Addreſs 
to God, as Chriſtians, to rehearſe VERBATIM 
Pſalms that were compoſed only for the 4 
ule, at particular times, and on different ogca- 
ſions — and that they ſhould be altered ſo as 
to be entirely fit for ourIeTIaN — 2 
How inconſiſtent with theſe 
lations, the conduct of our Author? Ad how 
difficult to reconcile contradictory aſſertions l 
In Pages 6, 48. we are taught to aſſume the 
Character of miſerable offenders, and crying 
Sinners — But in Page 95. we are conſcious 
of ſuch eminent virtue and merit, as to defire 
God to give ſentence according to our righte- 
ouſneſs, and according to the innocency that 


is in us. An awfulprohibition isexhibitedPage 
66, * Ye ſhall not add unto the Word which 


« I command you, neither (hall you diminiſh 

« ought, from it; and yet in the newt, the 

Preface-to the ten Commandments is mutila- 

W nn 
5 ; 32:13:08 \o TER 


e F 
ation ſuppreſſed, upon which God claims their 
pane” Fx 2 and ſtrict obedience, as 
having brought them out of the land of E- 
gypt, out of the houſe of bondage. And in 
the recapitulation of the Decalogue, Deut. v. 
65 13. is inſerted a ſtrict injunction to revive 
and invigorate the commemorative Idea of 
_ this important Redemption: as the principal 
ground of the obligation to obſerve the ab- 
bath-day: “And remember that THou waſt 
<« a ſervant in the land of Egypt, and that the 
aeg thy God brought thee out thence 
* through a mighty hand, and by an out- 
< ſtretched arm; THERE TORE, the Lord thy 
God oommanded THEE ee ow 
'« bath-day.” — | | 
Another obvious and juſt exception, wi 
be taken from Page 16, where by the Com- 
pilgr's expunging a part of the original com- 
poſition, the genuine conſtruction is perver · 
ted and loſt, and the intended peculiar Re- 
ference to the Meſſiah deſedted. The lan- 
guage and ſentiment are only compatible to 
his Perſon and Character. His LEH alone 
could reſt in hope, becauſe by a reſurrection 
on the third Day, it could not ſee cortupti- 
on. Compare Pſal. xvi. 9— T1. witch Acts 
ii, 31, Xu, 35—37. Another error of this 
kind, 


k 
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kind, occurs Page 75. as may be deen by 
comparing, Pal. xl. 8. with Heb. x. 5-9. 
The Saints in Heaven, the Apoſtles, Pro- 
photo, and Martyrs, in Page 47; have their 
diſtinctive parts aſſigned them in the preſent 
— of gratitude and praiſe in the 
Kingdom of Glory. But though we, with 
good reaſon, approve a doctrine which, moſt 
Chriſtians have adopted as moſt conſonant 
do the ſacred Scriptures, yet it muſt be con; 
learning. and piety, Who have different aps. 
prehenfions . They who plead for the un- 
conſcious: ſtate, and the real ſleep of the ra» 
tional Spirits of all fleſh, during the in- 
termediate ſtate of exiſtence from Death 
to the Reſurrection, are fully perſuaded, that 
ſuch a beatification is prematute and that 
matters of doubtful diſputation: and private 
apigion, cannot juſtly claim 9 
pular Noton,jcantet but be enen the.. 


introduction of theſe ä — 
to the devotional Syſtem. 


Bat à principal ground eee | 
the conduct of our Author, is that his 


Rhapſody or motley ES is formed 
E 2a from 


* Dr. Ebuvnd Law, Mr. Prix Pacxann, Mr. Sa: 
MUEL Bourne, &c. 


e 
ou principles. The Prayers are generally 
cmpoſed upon the Chriſtian Plan; che al- 
tertiary Rehearfals and Reſponſes partly Jew- 
| 6, ——— the 3 
fpuriows Apocryphal Writiogs, on 
— carmen 
bv rears with fond eſteem , as a moſt iavo- 
$8 Maſs of porti-oblerod and oppoſite mates 
rials; whore the antiquated and aholiſhed 
 proubiirinics of 'the'Fabermacle'and-Temple 
ave blended with thoſe truths and maxims 
of Chriſtianity,” which are of immutable ex- 
delleuce, and perpetual obligation. In ſoms, 
mme enprefſion' is obſolete and ungrammati- 
cn in othert, characters are aſſumed, and 
references made to objects and inſtitutions 
weompatible with the fimplicity and fpiri- 
—— Goſpel, which as defigned by 
*. Oompiler, to form the devotional Ad- 
. drefits oi Chriſtians to God, require 
manifeſt departure from the primary nk 
r ho ſtyles 


-, 
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® Preface, Page 12, 13, e t Pape 75 


this practice, Page an. the. affring up 
God our adorations af his Diving Ee. 
But a minute exhibition of theſe imptopri- 
boundaries deſigned for theſe Rzamanxe,” 
And as there is no provifion-aiade: for ad- 
it may be proper to wait a little time, to 
have the pleaſure of examining his more ju- 
dicious Thoughts on theſe Chriſtian inſtituti- 
ons, as he apprehends-theſe Offires may be 
eaſily formed upon the ſame Plan, by an 
fenfible Miniſter, ar People . He intimates 
that he bath à Schetne of his bwn,. with re- 
ſpect to the Lord s-Supper, and thinks it ne- 
ceſſary that iT ſhould be adminiſtered every 
Sunday Evening, immediately after, ar at 
another dillip& hour from, the other oo 


— üwön——ͤ—̃ (H 


red to propoſe, as the Notion appears to us to 
nr 
As we have hinted an intention to give 
phal Books, which furniſh ſo many Leſſom 
for Chriſtian xe wwe and ru it 


aks, Page 18. YE * 


[3] 
may not be improper to point out ſome. of 
the uſeful maxims and obſervations for the 
conduct of life, which: may be found in 
That Rien { TREASURE as he calls it; and 
"which are | ſubſtituted! to the excluſion of 
perhaps the gtavity even of an aged counte- 
mapne, may be: ſome what ruffled by a bate 
ipſpeftion.of their: aukward contents. dome 
relate to: Medicine and the rules of Regi- 
men, as to diet and drinking. In caſe of 
intemperate gratification, there is a directi- 
on to G0 rokTRH, and voir. Eccluſ. 
_ xxx 21. But Whether by means of 
an emetic draught, or manual operation, 
the preſcription doth not diſtinctiy ſhewy. 
A modeſt bluſh muſt overſpread the fa- 
ces-of the Friends to decency and delicacy, 
ben ſome paſſages are read in public, re- 
lating io the original production of the hu- 
man Species, Wiſdom, vii. 2; Eccluſ. xxvi:20, 
al and the ſhameleis practices of an aban- 
doned ptoſtitute. ver. 12. How unhappy the 
nation or city, if the MERCHANT will — 
keep himſelf from doing wrong; and a 
Hucxsz -A ill not be freed from ſin ] ver- 
ame maxims of conduct may be too 
Far and ſevere, for the relaxed indul- 


eee 


R 
— EM i, xxv. ee 
how ſalutary the practice and beneficiah'if 
the clamors of termagants and ſcolde WOoaua 
be effectual to repel invaders, and drive a- 
way our enemies 4 27. — 2 dul 
Having finiſhed the Remarks I deſigned, 


upon tlie Univerſal Liturgy;” I shall wait 


with ſome impatience for another Producti- 
on of a like nature; which new LIr ener, 
is ſaid to be the reſult of much conſultation, 
and the united efforts of ſome Diſſenting 
Miniſters in Lancaſbige * To obviate the 

e 4 TEND 1d 


that the Rev. Mr. S DDO of WAA rox, hath denied 


| kis being the Author of * a Leiter do a Diſſenting Minifter, 
<< repreſenting the Expediency of ſtated. Forms of Prayer for 


« public Worſhip :” Yet it is now evident, beyond all con- 


tradition, that u hath lately a»yzanzD in the Character of 
a principal and zealous Advocate for ſtated Forms. For on 


January] the 6th 1 762, before a mixed company of about. 
three or four and twenty Szczvzrs from the Church, and ths, 
Diſſenters, the ſaid a. Lirvzcy was exhibited by the d 


Mr. Sab Don, according to previous Notice, u nu given, at 


the Merchants Coffee - houſe i in Lives eooL, but without the 


concurrence or approbation of his Brethren in that Town. 
How conſiſtent the Part which he then acted, is with his 


Profeſſion as a Diſſenting Miniſter - bow prudent n pagan 
to his known Connexions with a Seminary of 


how favorable its tendency to promote the intereſts of real 


Religion among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, there and in other 


Places — we leave to himſelf to evince, to the Satisfaction of 
0 L s# 4 han 5 : thoſe 


= 


* e e ene 4 *'Yeriprars Ae. 
« count of Prayer, Page 60. Second Edition, we are told, 


140 
pernicious effects of this ſtrange Scheme, the 
late Dr. TAYLoR prepared an AbpRxss to 
the Diſſenters in that County, which he fi- 
niſhed ſome few days before his death; in 
which ſervice he acquitted himſelf with fo 
much Judgment and Candor, that it hath 
been well received by the Public, as 
an additional Monument of his eminent A- 
bilities as a Scholar, and a Divine. And for 
farther ſatisfaction upon the principal ſub- 
ject of the preceding Remarks,” I refer 
the inquifitive and impartial, to an excellent 
Trad juſt publiſhed, entitled, © A free and 
te full Examination of the PRxEFAce to the 
% CHRISTIAN COMMON-PRAYER-Book ; 
4 or UNIVERSAL LITURGY, &c*;” as fitted 


to give them a juſt Idea of the Argument, 


thoſe who are more eſpecially concerned. But he will not re- 
ſent it as an Indignity to be aſſured, that it is the ſentiment 
of ſome of the moſt judicious and experienced of his Bre- 
thren, that this novel and indigeſted Attempt, to introduce a 
ſtated Liturgy into the Chriſtian Churches of that Denomina- 
tion, will be generally oppoſed by Miniſters and People ; 
and that unleſs the ſecond Performance ſhould be far ſuperi. 
or to the firſt, (which, indeed, is ſaid to be the Work of a Per- 
ſon whoſe taſte and ſtudies were not the moſt cox ENT 
to it) the zealous Patrons of this Scheme, ſo threatening to 
Peace and Liberty, will probably be greatly diſappointed in 
their ſanguine Expectations from it. 
Printed for J. Wa von in Lombard-Street. Price 18, 


THE END. 


